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seal off 


21 Gaza 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops sea- 
led 20 stares and an apartment in . 
an occupied Gaza Strip town Fri- 
day as ptnrishment for a grenade 
attack- on a militar y p a t ro L • •• 

The attack in K han " Yotmis 
Thursday wounded three Tgrarfj 
soldiers and four Palestinians. 
Troops opened fire, in j u rin g 16 
Palestinians, hospital officials 
said. 

An army spokesman said the 
Gaza Strip commander ordered 
the stores and the abandoned 
. apartment from where the gre- 
nade was thrown dosed. 

Troops seal or demolish braid- 
ings of Paiestimans suspected of 
leading attacks. 

Plastic bullets ‘not letted 7 

The Israeli supreme court ruled 
Thursday that the army's firing 
orders fin- plastic bullets are legal. ' 

Use of the bullets, introduced 
last August as a less-lethal 
alternative to lead bullets, was 
challenged by Israeli attorney 
Felicia Langer. 

In a suit filed last Jan. 22, 
Langer urged the court to block : 
use of the plastic ammuni tion or 
’ : strict limits on when it can be 



“It is lethal, and the regula- 
tions should be the same** as for 
lead bullets,” she said. r .. 

Army rules pall for lead 1 
ammuni tion to be used billy when 
a soklier’s life is m danger. Plastic 
ammunition can be fired to break 
up demonstrations and, accord- 
ing to the army, is not lethal if 
fired at a distance of 70 metres or 
more. 

. Human rights group say that at 
least lOO.ofme 527 Palestinians 


who have been shot to death by 
Israeli troops or civilians in the 
19-month uprising died from plas- 
tic bullets. 

Kelly nrfwiini 

Meanwhile, visiting U.S. envoy 
John Kelly met with Israeli De- 
fence Minister Yitzhak Rabin as 
'part of an introductory regional 
tour that also will include Egypt 
and Jordan. 

A a two-hour meeting Thurs- 
day with Palestinians from the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip,- - the Palestinians com- 
plained that talks in Tunis be- 
tween the U.S. and the Palestine 
liberation Organisation (FLO) 
were progressing too slowly and 
urged the U.S. to re-evaluate its 
pro-Israel stance. 

Faisal Hnssemi, a PLO suppor- 
ter from Jerusalem recently re- 
leased after more than a year in 
Israeli detention, told the Associ- 
ated Press Friday that the group 
reiterated the PLO’s conditions 
fra accepting the Israeli offer of 
elections in the territories. 

“We urgedthe United States to 
accept Palestinian rights to self- 
determination, to accept an inter- 
national peace co n fe r ence and to 
force Israel's withdrawal from the 
occupied territories,” Hussezni 
said. 1 

The 13 Palestinian leaders who 
met with KeHy said in a statement 
that they considered the session 
“to be part erf the ongoing U.S.- 
PLO dialogue.” 

Radwan Abu Ayyash, head of 
the Arab Journalists Association, 
said the Palestinians told Kelly 
that ‘‘ltofoing-coiild Sappenhere - 
without PLO approval and that 
Israel must be convinced to 


accept the American-backed con- 
• cept of land-fcff-peace. 

He said Kelly, m turn, warned 
that while the United States 
would assist in the peace process, 
it was up to the Palestinians and 
Israel to offer proposals accept- 
able to each other. 

“We are not going to deliver 
you to Basel, neither axe we 
going to deliver Israel to you. 
There is a table of negotiations, 
and you have to make your own 
way to this table and you have to 
'learn how to live together,” Abu 
Ayyash quoted KeHy as saying. 

The Paiestimans, who included 
doctors, lawyers and other pro- 
fessional people from the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, presented a 
petition oudming then concents. 

It began by saying thar Hip 
U.S.-PLO dialogue in Tunis “has 
so. far demonstrated an alarming 
lack of progress in matters of 
substance and the levels of repre- 
- sentation” and called on the U.S. 
for “a candid reappraisal" to 
make it more effective. 

The petition noted that the 
United States has endorsed the 
Israeli initiative, which calls fra 
elections in the occupied lands, 
.but not the PLO initiative, which 
says the elections should lead' to 
creatibn of a Palestinian state. 

“We view with the greatest 
-seriousness the lack of even- 
handedness and objectivity in the 
ILS. response,” the petition said. 

Kelly arrived in Egypt later 
Friday for talks with Resident 
Hosm- Mubarak. 

. On arrival from Tel Aviv, Kel- 
ly told reporters he was looking 
forward to the dis cu ss ion s with 
Egyptian leaders, which start 
Saturday.- 


Fateh congress fully 



TUNIS (Agencies) — A mass 
meeting of mainstream Palestine 
liberation Organisation (PLO) 
faction Fateh overwhelmingly 
backed FLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafat's policy' of peace through 
diplomacy and unarmed revolt m 
the Israeli-occupied territories, 
delegates said Friday. • 

Hardliners with reservations 
about the strategy Arafat 
adopted last year bad tamed out 
to be less numerous and less vocal 
than some Fateh leaders had ex- 
pected, they said. ; 

“There has been some debate 
but tins is very much Yasser 
Arafat's conference,” the; con- 
gress chairman, Arafat adviser 
Nabil Shaath, told Reuters. . . 

The five-day congress opened 
under tight security on Thursday 
and has since held three sessions 
behind dosed doors. 

By Thursday-evening the orga- 
nisers had checked in 980 dele- 
gates from across the world and 
another 179 were expected to 
arrive before the dose, the orga- 
nisers said. . ' 

Fateh r held its last congress in 
Damascus in 1980 and' much of 
the work has been reviewing the 
past nine years. . r ' 

Arafat’s deputy in Fateh, Salah 
KhaJaf, had predicted that Arafat 
would come under pressure to 
authorise military attacks outside 
die West Bank and Gaza . Strip, 
where Palestinians have been in 
revolt against Israeli rule since 


December 1987. 

In anopemng speech Thurs- 
day,. Arafat said there was no 
going back on the coarse the FLO ' 
had taken since the intifada made 
a Palestinian; state a realistic 
target. 

Shaath said the general debate 
was to end Friday night and work 
would then continue in commit- 
tees. 

The congress wifl, elect at least 
_ five new leaders, jprobaWy Sun- 
day, to fill vacancies in foe Cen- 
tral Committee. _ 

Five of the 15 committee mem- 
bers elected in. 1980 have since 
left,- either through assassi n a tion- 
or expulsion, and under present 
rules there could be up to 18 
members. 

Those assassinated are Majed 
Abu Sharar, in Rome in 1961, 
Saad Sayel, in Lebanon in 1982, 
and Khalil A1 Wazir (Abu Jihad), 
in Turns in 1988. Nimr Saleh 
(Abu . Saleh) and Samih Abu 
Quwaiq were thrown outof Fateh 
after they led arebeffion against 
Arafat in. 1983. 

Some delegates favour Chang- 
ing the rules to expand the com- 
mittee and dilute the domination 
of the leaders who helped Arafat 
' create Fateh in Kuwait in the late 
1950s. . 

Some 40 prominent Fateh 
tnembers are lobbying for seats in 
tiie leadership but none has for- 
mally declared his cancfidacy. 

Arafat said Thursday the PLO 


disliked the original Israeli, plan 
for elections in foe occupied, terri- 
tories, but would have accepted it 
if it had aimed at giving foe 
Palestinian people their right to 
sett-determination- . 

Frequently interrupted by ap- 
plause, Arafat made his com- 
ments at the opening of the Fateh 
congress. 

The original Israeli election 
plan aimed at “perpetuating foe 
Israeli occupation of the.occupied 
te rri t orie s” and has now col- 
lapsed in fafinre, Arafat declared. 

“But foe PLO would have 
accepted this plan if it had consti- 
tuted a stage m the realisation of 
foe rights of the Palestinian peo- 
ple to serf-determination and 
freedom,” he said. 

“I take tins opportunity,” Ara- 
fat said, “to ask the American 
government how long it intends 
to continue igno rin g the right of 
the Palestinian people to self- 
determination, and how many 
wars we will sdD have to fight to 
emcige from the vicious circle of 
blood and suffering.” 

*The intifada will not stop until 
foe conclusion of a peace treaty' 
and the realisation of the Palesti- 
nian people's inalienable right to 
return to serf-detenmnation and 
to foe establishment of a Palesti- 
nian state with Jerusalem as its 


1,050 delegates greeted 
Arafat's statement with a stand- 
ing. ovation. 



ROYAL WEDDING: Her Royal High- 
ness Princess Zein Bint A1 Hussein and bW groom 


Photo by Yousef AJ ‘Allan 

Mr. Majdi Anwar Saleh cut the cake at their 
wed di ng Thursday (see page 3) 


Hostage situation eases 
with Iranian offer of help 


•BEIRUT (Agencies) — The 
Lebanese hostage crisis eased 
slightly Friday as U.S. President 
George Bufo responded with en- 
couragement to statements by the 
new Iranian president that there 
exists “a reasonable solution” to 
tiie situation. 

In other developments one day 
after the Revolutionary Justice 
Organisation gave American hos- 
tage Joseph Cicippio a reprieve 
from execution: 

* The United States continued its 
intense diplomatic efforts to gain 
the release of Western hostages, 
amid reports that it is prepared to 
act militaril y. 

Israeli leaders awaited word 
from Lebanese kidnappers on its 
efforts to arrange a swap. 

* A U-N. representative met with 
Shfite leaders In Beirut. 

In Tehran, Iran's new presi- 
dent, Hasbemi Rafsanjani, said: 
I tell foe White House, the 
problem of Lebanon has solu- 
tions, the freeing of foe hostages 
has solutions, reasonable, pru- 
dent solutions.” 

In his first foreign policy re- 
marks since taking office Thurs- 
day, Rafsanjani said: “These bul- 
lyings, arrogant approaches and 
tyranny will not solve the prob- 
lems. Come let us approach the 
roblem reasonably, we too will 
help solve tire problems there. So 
tire people of the region can live 
in peace and harmony.” 

In response. Bush said be 
would explore “to the fullest” foe 
offer by Iran to help find a. 
solution to the hostage situation, 
but emphasised he did not want 
to raise the hopes of the hostages' 
families. 


pie 

the brutal murder (of Cicippio) 
that had been threatened was set ' 
aside,” Bush said. “I don't know 
the total rede of any individual 
country in that area in all of this 
but when you see a statement that 
offers hope for the return of our 


- hostages, 1 want to explore it to 
the fullest.” 

Meanwhile, Bnsh was reported 
to have personally contacted at 
least nine foreign leaders since 
Monday in his effort to put press- 
ure on Iran and Syria, regarded 
by W ashing ton as having influ- 
ence with the groups holding hos- 
tages. 

“We have engaged in an ex- 
trordinary broad exercise of di~ 
plomaty in foe last couple of days 
and I am pleased about that,” he 
said. “I feel a burden of going to ' 
every end possible to try to get 
foe return of these Americans 
and find out the truth about 
Colonel (William) Higgins,” who 
was reported hanged by captors 
cm Monday. 

.White House spokesman - Mar- 
lin Fitzwater called the activity 
the most defined and high-level 
diplomatic effort he had ever 
seen in the Reagan and Bush 
administrations. 

According to reports. Bush 
spoke' by telephone daring the 
past few days to British Prime 
Minister Margaret Thatcher, 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl of West 
Germany, Prime Minister Turgut 
Ozal of Turkey, King Fahd of 
Saudi Arabia, King Hassan of 
Morocco, IBs Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Sultan Qaboos Ibn Sai’d of 
Oman, President Chadli Ben- 
jedid of Algeria and Pope John 
Paul. 

In addition, Secretary of State 
James Baker was reported to 
have spoken twice to Israeli Fore- 
ign Minister Moshe Arens and, 
through aides, worked on the 
issue with Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter Eduard Shevardnadze, who 
visited Tehran on, Tuesday and 
took it up with Rafsanjani. On 
returning to Moscow, Shevard- 
nadze briefed U.S. Ambassador 
Jack Matlock. 

In addition, Reuters reported 
that Iranian sources in the Middle 
East said the United States had 


sent a message to Iran through 
the Swiss ambassador in Tehran, 
holding Iran responsible for die 
safety of American hostages in 
Lebanon. 

Nonetheless, the New York 
Times reported that Bush was 
prepared to order air strikes 
against militia strongholds in 
Lebanon if a death threat against 
Cicippio was carried out. Quoting 
unidentified Administration offi- 
cials, the newspaper stated that 
foe plan was still alive and could 
be put into effect if Cicippio or 
any other American hostage in 
Lebanon was killed. The plan 
called for foe U.S. Sixth Fleet to 
hit targets in Lebanon with car- 
rier aircraft that were moved 
within striking distance in foe 
past three days. 

The plan was held in check 
after tiie kidnap group suspended 
its death decree on Cicippio, the 
newspaper said. 

Baker said the report was 
“very hypothetical and very spe- 
culative.” 

In Israel, Prime Munster Yit- 
zhak Shamir and Israel's other 
top government leaders consulted 
through foe day on a response to 
foe kidnappers. 

Shamir told reporters that 
Israel was “waiting for propos- 
als” from the group, which prom- 
ised in a communique issued in 
Beirut that it would provide a list 
of prisoners whose release it is 
deman ding. 

“We hope we will get some 
proposals and it will be foe end of 
foe crisis,” Shamir said. 

He also defended foe army's 
kidnapping of a Lebanese Shi’ite 
cleric — which set off foe hostage 
crisis — saying israel felt free to 
act on its own to rescue its cap- 
tured soldiers even if foe “civil- 
ised world" did not agree. 

In Beirut, U.N. envoy Marrack 
Go ul ding, met three pro- Irani an 
Sbi'ite leaders with dose links to 
the kidnappers. 


Austria closes investigation of spy-suspect American diplomat 


JNA (AP) -7 Austria has 
3 its investigation in the case . 
iix Bloch, a U.S. diplomat 
ed of spying for foe Soviet 
u. Interior Minister Franz 
*nale said Friday. . 
an mterview with Austrian 
3 , Loschnak said 10. Au- 
i 'politicians, who had con- 
with Bloch during the period 
pwd at foe U.S. embassy in 
a from 1980-87, were asked 


.attended dipkimafic parties. 

Austria has -left it up to the 
individuals in- question --to give 


t questionnaires uu mm»c 

itionship with foe Amor- 
khnat . 

a took - foe action m re- 
to a U.S. request that 
es question a number of 

pofiticiansaadofScials 

e cfirwi with foe ■ Bloch 


re portedly tod b road 
(viti politicians and <rffi- 
Ausfria, and regularly 


: because it has no treaty with tiie 
United States governing inves- 
’ tigations bf such cases, - Loes: 
chnak said. - .'. ; 

;. Some ofjfoe 10 offidab have 
promised to comply, Loesdmak 
said,, without, naming any of 
" -them- 

_ Bloch's contacts with Austrian 
politicians, “have no (relevance) 
for Austria's, security interests,” 
Loesdmak added. 

Foreagn^fimsterAlcdsMo(±, 
until recently the bead of the. 
Conservative People's Party 
whkh goveins in a -coalition with 
foe Soaahsts, was adore friend- 
of Bloch's. . : - V. . 

Former fordgn ministers Peter 
, Jankowitsch and .EiwinV Lane, 


both Socialists, also saw Bloch 
often, according to Austrian news 
media reports. 

At a news conference July 28, 


Bloch worked as a spy for the 
Soviet Union while he was posted 
in Vienna are “foe affair of the 
United States." 

Loesdmak said that pohee also 
questioned an Austrian woman, 
with whom Bloch had an ex- 
tended friendship. 

The woman returned late last 
month from a vacation in'Egypt, 
brt Loesdmak said the qnestion- 
.ing yielded no evidence that the 
wom a n knew or suspected any- 
thing about Bloch's alleged 
spying. 

Btodb, 54, was economics chief 
in foe U.S. embassy in Vienna 
from 1960-83 and thkrseiyed as 
foe embassy's number rwooffioal 


until he returned to Washington 
in July 1987. 

He is the highest-ranking U.S. 
diplomat to come under inves- 
tigation for allegations- of col- 
laborating with foe Soviets. 

Bloch was suspended with pay 
by the U.S. State Department 
| June 22. KBs diplomatic passport 
has been revoked, but no charges 
have been filed. 

He is under constant FBI sur- 
- vdDance and is regularly trailed 
fay reporters and camer a men. On 
Wednesday, he visited his 
■' Washington lawyer for the 
second time this week. 

A U.S. television network has 
reported that a suspected Soviet 
agent met with Bloch in Paris in 
May and picked up tiie U.S. 
diplomat's travel bag after they 
dined togfoer. 

In reports from Paris, the U.S. 


networks ABC and NBC both 
said Wednesday that the Soviet 
agent travelled on a Finnish pass- 
port in the name of Reino Gik- 
man. ABC quoted French intelli- 
gence sources in reporting exten- 
sive details of Bloch’s alleged 
meeting with the agent in Paris. 

ABC said foe meeting between 
Gikman and Bloch occurred May 
14, foe day Bloch arrived from 
New York. Both Gikman and 
Bloch were watched by French 
agents from the time of their 
arrival because of a Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI) 
tip, die network said. 

U.S. government sources have 
said foe FBI monitored a tele- 
call from the suspected 
net agent in Paris to Bloch in 
Washington requesting tiie Paris 


ABC said Bloch left his hotel 


carrying a travel bag and passed 
Gikman without speaking on the 
Faubourg St. Honore, a fashion- 
able shopping street. Soviet offi- 
cials were observed driving past 
foe men, ABC said. 

The report said Bloch stopped 
in front of store windows and 
appeared to use them as minors 
to see if anyone was following. 

The two met at the nearby 
Hotel Merude and French agents 
took still photographs of them as 
they had drinks and dinner. ABC 
said. 

Bloch left first, foe report said, 
and Gikman several minutes later 
(ticked up Bloch’s travel bag as if 
it were bis own and left. 

ABC said French agents 
videotaped Gikman walking into 
his hotel with the bag and again 
foe next morning leaving for foe 
airport, still carrying the bag. 


Jordan to receive 
$200m Saudi aid 

By Ghadeer Taber 
Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN Saudi Arabia has extended a grant of S200 million to 
Jordan to help it tackle its economic problems, informed sources 
said Friday. 

Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Governor Mohammad Saeed 
Nabulsi confirmed Riyadh's assistance but refused to disclose the 
actual figure. "It has been confirmed four Saudi Arabia is giving us 
aid. but I am not at liberty to quote the Figure.” he told the Jordan 
Times in a telephone interview. 

However, Nabulsi dismissed as “not true" radio reports that 
Saudi Arabia has deposited Si billion with foe Central bank as an 
interim measure to boost the Jordanian economy. 

The Saudi assistance of $2lXi million comes in the wake of a 
summit in Jeddah last week between His Majesty King Hussein and 
King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz in which they discussed foe latest 
developments in foe Arab and international scenes and bilateral 
relations as well as Jordan's economy. 

-> Saudi Arabia was the only one of seven designated donor 
countries to fulfil a promise to pay an annual total assistance of 
S1.25 billion for 10 years under a resolution adopted at an Arab 
summit in Baghdad in 1978. The annual Saudi contribution 
amounted to about $360 million. The other designated donors — 
Kuwait, foe United Arab Emirates. Qatar. Algeria. Iraq and Libya 
— only fulfilled part of the obligation. The failure of these 
countries' to meet the commitment is seen as a major factor that 
led Jordan's present economic crisis. 

In a statement issued after King Hussein's visit io Jeddah, last 
week. King Fahd reiterated his country's total support for Jordan 
and paid tribute to foe strong links between the two countries. 

“Saudi Arabia will always stand by Jordan on all fronts because 
Riyadh has total confidence in the wise policies of King Hussein 
and his leadership of foe Jordanian people." the Jordan News 
Agency. Petra, quoted the statement as saying. 

Accord i ng to banking circles, the new Saudi financial assistance, 
coupled with Thursday's CBJ order for the merger of two Jordanian 
banks (see page 6 ), was expected to boost confidence in the 
Jordanian economy. 

Jordan, seeking to address its' estimated $8 billion foreign debt, 
has already rescheduled part of foe amount owed to governments. 
Talks are scheduled in London later this month with creditor banks 
to reschedule debts owed to financial institutions. In addition, the 
Kingdom as adopted a series of austerity measures to rationalise its 
imports and curb Che outflow of foreign currency, including a dual 
exchange system under which commercial banks can deal in foreign 
currency as demanded by market forces but are restricted to an 
officiaUy-set exchange rate to finance imports of essential goods, 
some medicines and tuition fees for Jordanian students abroad. 

The exchange rate for the dollar was set by commercial banks at 
about 850 fils to 870 fils after foe CBJ decision to allow the two-tier 
exchange system. The official rate set by the Central Bank 
remained at 573/570 fils Wednesday. 

Nuclear treaty obstacles 
may take summit — U.S. 


GENEVA (R) — The major 
obstacles to a U.S. -Soviet 
strategic arms treaty may have to 
be resolved in a superpower sum- 
mit, the chief U.S. nuclear arms 
negotiator said Friday. 

“Historically, we’ve seen that 
the major impediments in any 
negotiations have normally had 
to be resolved at the highest 
level,” Ambassador Richard Burt 
told Reuters in an interview. 

“But that doesn't in my mind 
mean that they can't be usefully 
discussed in the negotiations here 
in Geneva,” he said, adding that 
the Geneva talks could often pro- 
vide ideas for a high-level break- 
through. 

Burt spoke shortly after hold- 
ing the final substantive meeting 
in foe first round of strategic arms 
reduction talks (START) under' 
foe Bush administration, de- 
signed to halve the superpowers' 
long-range nuclear arsenals. A 
final exchange of documents was 
scheduled for next Monday 
morning. 

New to the job after serving as 


ambassador to West Germany, 
Burt said that despite the signifi- 
cant disagreements that remain, 
the seven weeks of talks had 
exceeded his expectations. 

“When I arrived here in June I 
assumed this session would be by 
and large a recon n aissance mis- 
sion... to get a sense of where we 
stand,” he said. 

“We’ve done more than that. I 
think we've made a lot of good 
substantive progress on a range of 
important questions.” 

The START treaty being 
negotiated has about 400 pages 
and is much more complicated 
than foe historic inlennediaie- 
range nuclear forces treaty signed 
at a summit in late 1987. 

Burt said there are hundreds of 
secondary and tertiary outstand- 
ing issues that can be worked on 
independently of political deci- 
sions made in the capitals. 

No summit bas yet been set 
between President George Bush 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, though both sides say 
they want one. 


AH 34 killed in 
Greek air crash 


ATHENS (Agencies) — Greece 
said Friday afi 34 Greek passen- 
gers and crew were killed when 
their Olympic Aviation plane 
crashed into a mountain while 
preparing to land on the tourist 
island of Samos. 

“No one has survived," 
Transport Minister Nkos Gefes- 
tathis said, angrily denying 
some foreign news reports that 
the crash Thursday could have 
been caused by extremists. 

On the island, just off the 
Turkish coast in the eastern 
Aegean Sea, rescue teams car- 
ried bodies down steep dffis to 
foe town of Samos to be identi- 
fied by relatives. 

Army commandos, who 
dhnbed the mountain where a 
shepherd saw the plane go 
down, found bodies and pleas 
of the plane which had spill in 
two. 

The British- bnflt Shorts SD- 
336, a twin-engine propeller 
plane, owned by Olympic Avia- 


tion, a subsidiary of Olympic 
Airways, was on a flight from 
the northern dty of Sukna. 
when it crashed. 

Olympic said the pilot, Petros 
Mountzoureas, was one of the 
airline's most experienced em- 
ployees and that the aircraft, 
bought in 1981, was in good 
condition. 

Officials ruled out tire possi- 
bility that sabotage could have 
been involved in the crash. 

“It appears that thick fog in 
the area at the time played the 
villain's role as the pflot flew 
blindly info the mountain," said 
an Olympic official who asked 
not to be identified by name. 

He added that pilots Oy 
“visually" on the flights to the 
small Aegean islands tint Olym- 
pic services. 

Griestafois also tofal lawmak- 
ers in parliament Friday morn- 
ing that a “terrorist" act had 
been ruled out as a 
cause of the accident. 
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ary aueis erupt 
eirut ‘green line’ 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Rival forces tattled wafli 
howitzers, mortars and tank cannons across Beirut -s 
dividing green fine. Police said two people were 
killed =pnfl seven wounded. 


The shelling kept many from 
attending their Friday prayers. 

The latest casualties raised the 
overall toll to 516 killed and 2,183 
wounded in the 20-week con- 
frontation between Michel 
Aoun’s 20,000 troops and Syrian- 
backed Lebanese militiamen. 

A police spokesman, who can- 
not be named in line with regula- . 
cions, said the clash broke out 
between the Aoun -control led dis- 
trict of “Em Rummaneh and the 
adjacent Syrian-controlled neigh- 
bourhood of Shiyah early in the 
morning and went on until shortly 
'before midday (0900 GMT). 

“It could not be determined 
who provoked the clas h . ' the 
spokesman said. 

He said the clash started with 
an exchange of sniper fire then 
developed into a duel with artil- 
lery. 

Shells crashed into apartment 
buildings on both sides of th^ 
green line, which has divided 
Beirut since the civil war broie 
out in April 1975. 

The two fatalities, the police 
spokesman said, fell in the : dense- 
ly- populated slum of Shiyah, a 
stronghold for the Syrian-backed 
Amal militia. 

Amal did not take part in the 
confrontation, the spokesman 
said. 

Shell explosions echoed across 
Shiyah and residents rushed to 
underground bomb shelters as 
calls were blared from mosque 
minarets for the noontime Friday 

prayers. .. _ . 

Mustafa Mokdad, a resident of 
Shiyah reached by telephone, 
said “very few” people went to 
mosques because of the shelling. 

“Two mosques close to the 
green line cancelled prayers to 
avoid casualties among the be- 
lievers," Mokdad added. 

The police spokesman said the 
shelling of Shiyah did not readi the 
nearby slum of Bir A1 Abed 
where followers of the Iranian- 
backed Hizboilah (Party of God), 
attended the prayers at the main 
mosque. 

Hizbollahis were to stage a 
demonstration across Bir Al- 
Abed later to denounce the 
■ abduction by Israeli commandos of 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obeid from 


South Lebanon last Fnday. 

Gunners deployed m Shiyah 
fired their 130- mm Soviet-de- 


non, the official Moroccan news 
agency MAP said Thursday. 

King Hassan joined King Fabd 
of Saudi Arabia and Algerian 
President Ghadli Benjedid in an 
Arab League committee which 
announced Monday that its 
efforts to haft 14 years of strife in 
Lebanon had failed. 

The committee, set up by an 



where Aoun’s forces maintain 
some artillery batteries. 

A spokesman for Aoun’s com- 
mand, speaking on condition of 
anonymity, said snipers mann i n g 
rooftop firing nests in Chiyah 
targeted his soldiers’ positions m 
* Ain R umm aneh. 

“Our sharpshooters responded 
to the fire. They upgraded their 
fire power and we responded in 
kind," the spokesman said. 

A spokesman for the main- 
stream Shi’ite Muslim Amal mili- 
tia said Syrian soldiers "had to 
open fire at Aoun’s army to 
protect Chiyah’s citizens." 

“Aoun’s soldiers were shooting 
at everything that moved in 
Chiyah early in the morning. The 
Syrians fired back to silence the 
sources of fire," said the Amal 
spokesman who identified him- 
self only by the code-name of 
Abu Ali. n 

The' thuds of shell blasts re- 
sounded across the bomb-rav- 
aged Lebanese capital forcing the 
few businesses that opened early 
in the morning to close. _ 
“Now they're shelling Shiyah. 
It might develop and r each us ," 
said Najib Masoud .a grocer in 
west Beirut’s Zarif district. 

The gray-haired Masoud lo- 
wered bis shop's shutter quickly, 


ways or settling . 

after two months of intensive 
contacts it said its efforts had 
reached a dead end. 

A government source in Rabat 
told Reuters that Morocco consi- 
dered the committee’s mission 
was now terminated. 

MAP said that during the tele- 
phone conversation Wednesday 
Bush and the king discussed 
events in the Middle East and 
particularly Lebanon. 


Egyptian police clash with strikers 


HELWAN (AP) —A striker was 
killed when police stormed 
Egypt's largest metals company 
to break up a sit-down strike 
allegedly instigated by two of the 
company’s board members, 
according to officials and news- 
papers. 

Two policemen and 14 pro- 
testers were- reposted injured in 
the' dash, and authorities took 
into ciBtody more than 600 of the 
3,000 winkers sitting in Wednes- 
day at the plant’s exit gate. 

The government-owned news- 
paper A1 Akhbar said at least 81 
workers probably would be 
charged with resisting arrest, 
blocking production and destruc- 
tion of public property. It said 
another 596 workers were being 
questioned. 

Daily A1 Abram, in its early 
Friday e<fiticra, said only 497 had 
been detained. It said that pro- 
secutors ordered 82 workers to 
re main imprisoned for 15 days 
while 415 others had been ques- 
tioned and released. 

Security officials were unavafl- 


inmiuuij LA.UOUUU. aecurny urnuma wwt 

U.S. State Depart ment spokes- „ for comment on the dash or 

woman Margaret Tutwiler said ^ strike that prompted it, which 
Wednesday Washington had strike leaders said was called to. 
asked the Arab Leagu e comm it- ■ demands for higher wages 

tee not to abandon tis,efforts to 1 improved working condi- 

end the Lebanese cavil war. 

“We urge the Arab League not 


on why the strike was caSed and . 
how many workers were in- 
volved. 

A1 Akhbar said between 3,000- 
5,000 workers had participated in 
the sit-down strike. 

But Diaa El Tantawi, board 
chairman of the Iron and Steel 
Complex at Helwan, said two 
agitators rallied about 60 em- 
ployees, who then blocked the* 
wri t preventing about 3,000 work- 
ers from leaving at the end of 
Wednesday’s morning drift. 

“They used iron bars to stop 
the workers from leaving,” Tan- 
tawi said Thursday. "This was not 
a question of wages or incentive 
payments.” 

He pointed to charred tyres 
that he said the workers bad 
burned. Nearby, three trucks 
with flattened tyres and broken 
glass stood at the gate- 

The board chairman estimated 
property damage at abtwt 15,«W 
Egyptian pounds ($5,8)0) and 
saS the loss erf a day’s work cost 
the company 2 nrilfion pounds 

($800,000). _ . w 

Work resumed at about half 
capacity Thursday as investiga- 
tors toured the premises to asess 


MIDDLE “‘P 


to .lay down its burden, despite 
the enormous difficulties it has 
encountered,” Tutwiler told re- 
porters. 

“We are disappointed that the 


turns. 

There were conflicting versions 


There was no ri gn erf unrest or 
of extra security at the grounds. 


but 10 vanloads of riot-police 
were posted at a po&S station 
about one kilometre away. 

The sprawling Helwan com- 
plex, 30 kilometres sooth of 
Cairo, employs 24,600 workers, 
Tantawi said. It was a showpiece 
of Soviet aid to Egypt during the 
time of President Gamal Abdul 
Nasser. . . 

“There definitely were political 
ffl.giwMtg invohrecT’-m the strike, 
Tantawi said. He refused to char- 
acterise their motives except to 
nile out Muslim extremist fun- 
damentalism, often at die centre 
of unrest in Egypt- 
But strike leaders said that the 
strike was far better pay and 
improved working conditions. 

The two alleged strike leaders, 
who escaped anest, were board 
members elected under aNasser- 
era law that sets aside half me 
se ar* on the board of a pubhc 
company for waters. 

Newspapers reported that due 
to a bureaucratic error, Industry 
Minis ter Mohammad Abdul 
Wahab bad suspended the men s 
board membership. It was un- 
clear whether that played a part 
in the protest- 

Pre v kms strikes and sit-ins at 
other state-run industries all eged- 
ly involved members of leftist 
political parties and c o m nmni st s 


parties to the conflict, both the 
Lebanese and Syrian, to end the 
immediate fighting, lift the block- 
ades, and address the underlying 
political issues,” she said. 

She offered no suggestions as 
to how the league might revive its 
two-month-old peace mission. 
The United States made a ma- 

wered bis shop's shutter qmauy, 

earned a bag foil of canned food, (Urcct involvement after 


UN chief voices concern spla seeks 
over fresh Afghan violence 

hrth the . aniridmiP 


bread and a few bottles of drink- 
ing water and headed “to the 
shelter.” 

“They've started early today. 
I'll go to the underground shelter 
immediately. What a life. We me 
Hving under the ground like the 
dead. We aright as well die,” be 
murmured. 

Only 200,000 people of 
Beirut's original 1.5 million 
population still live in the city, 
which has been the arena of 
ferocious shelling duels since the 
confrontation broke out March 8. 

U.S. call 

President GeoTge Bush has 


U.S. marine headquarters in 
Beirut was bombed, killing 241 
servicemen. . „ 

The coufoonation broke-' 
out over a blockade imposed by 
Aoun on illegal ports run by 
Syrian-backed south of 

Beirut for denying Ibc ailing state 
treasury about $100 million in lost 
customs dues annually. 

The Syrians and allied forces 
retalia ted by shelling and besieg- 
in the 800-square-kfloinetre Christ- 
ian enclave. 

Aoun escalated the confronta- 
tion with the Syrians by declaring 

a “war of liberation” against their 

. Kina Hassan of troops which are deployed in west 

Moroooo WTS^Iuni to continue S and other part* of 
peace to Ixba- Lebanon. 


TUNIS (AP) — Yasser Arafat’s 
Fateh movement, the main com- 
ponent of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO), plans 
to open its general congress 
Thursday, with the purported 
inning of U.S. hostage William 
Higgins high on the agenda, a 
spokesman said. 

Spokesman Ahmad Abdul 
Rahman said Wednesday it had 
not yet been decided whether to 
allow press coverage of the first 
Fateh congress in nine years. The 
meeting’s date was not 
announced until the day before 
because of security concerns, he 
said. 

About 1,000 delegates from 
inside and outside the Israeli- 
occupied territories are in Tunis 
to take part in tire Congress, 
whose duration is not dear. 

Abdul Rahman said the daim 
that Higgins was hanged in re- 
taliation for the Israeli kidnap- 
ping of a Shi’ite Muslim elerie m 
southern Lebanon would be dis- 
cussed as part of Fateh’s consid- 
eration of the Lebanese question 
in general. 


“Lebanon is very important for! CpldClillC 

ns, since half a millio n Palesti- • — 

niam five there,” he said. The 
Fateh leadership has already con- 
demned the murder of Higgins. 

The spokesman said there are 
four mam agenda items: 

— The report of die Fateh 
Central Co mmitte e on die upris- 
ing in die occupied territories. 

— A revision of the structure 
of Fateh and its statutes. 

— Elections Fateh Central 
Committee to replace the five 
members who have been assassin- 
ated or expelled since die last 
congress, held in Damascus in 
1980. 

— Elections to the Fateh Re- 
volutionary Council, which oper- 
ates under the Central Commit- 
tee. Arafat, the PLO chairman, is 
also diairman of the committee. 

Salah Khalaf, his deputy in 
Fateh, told reporters die election 
.of five new members will bring a 
“welcome infusion of new blood” 
into the committee, most of 
whose members have held their 
posts since Fateh was created in 
Kuwait more than 25 years ago. 
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■ecting Mujahedeen celebrate in Afghan town 

” " _ . • announced thev were ready to «s asked the noumalists why 


3y Edith M. Lederer 

The Associated Press 

TAGHA1 TIMUR, Afghanis- 
tan Afghan soldiers and some 
700 guerrillas going over to the 
government side celebrated 
Thursday with hugs and kisses, 
ihe slaughter of sheep and a 
feast in this dusty town in west- 
ern Afghanistan. 

The guerrillas' decision to 
join the government marked a 
gain for President Najibullah’s 
programme of national recon- 
ciliation to oy to end the 10- 
year-old civil war. 

But amid the festivities there 
was a noisv reminder that the 
war by U.S.-backed guerrillas 
against the Soviet-backed gov- 
ernment goes on. A rocket ex- 
ploded behind a dump of trees 
about 500 metres from the 
crowd, sending up a doud of 
brown smoke just as the official 
ceremony started. 

A few government soldiers 
disappeared, but the speeches 
went on and the former guerril- 
la supporters of the fun- 
damentalist Harkat-e-En- 


quelab — e-Islami group, led by 
Maulvi Mohammad Nabi 
Mohammadi, were welcomed 
into the government fold. 

The Harkat guerrillas, led by 
his father Ibrahim Beg, already 
had an informal ceasefire with 
the government, and had not 
fought a gains t Afghan forces for 
three years. So the official re- 
conciliation was one of warm 
embraces and good food, rock- 
et or no rocket. 

Beg, sitting cross-legged on a 
carpet in the mosque of this tiny 
town in Ghowr province, about 
400 kilometres west of Kabul, 
said he had lost “a few” men in 
fighting against the govern- 
ment. 

But he said he had lost be- 
tween 200 and 250 fighters in 
clashes with rival guerrilla 
groups, mainly Jamiat and 
Hezb-e- Islam i, led by hardline 
fundamentalist Gulbaddin 
Hekmatyar. 

Beg said his supporters, in- 
cluding about 900 armed fight- 
ers, had decided to join the 
government following the with- 
drawal of the last Soviet troops 


on Feb. 15. 

“First, we face shortages of 
food. Then, we don’t have 
enough weapons to fight with 
other groups, so with the coop- 
eration of the government, we 
will fight against those who do 
not believe in national recon- 
ciliation," be said. 

The guerrillas, some un- 
armed but about half wearing 
rifles, lined up with their heavy 
weapons including a rocket- 
propelled grenade and two anti- 
aircraft guns. 

Under the agreement with 
the government, they keep 
their weapons and will be given 
additional ones. The town itself 
received 10 tonnes of flour, and 
the promise of more. 

Afghan government forces 
are headquartered in the pro- 
vincial capital of Gbagcharan, 
about 40 kilometres away, 
where a Soviet infantry batta- 
lion was based until the pullout. 

But Hayat UDah said no gov- 
ernment troops had been in 
Taghai Timur until about four - 
days ago, when the guerrillas 


announced they were ready to 
join the government. 

Ghowr is one of the poorest 
provinces in Afghanistan, with 
few valleys sprinkled among 
barren MUs, and a population 
of 250,000, surviving mainly on 
raising sheep, cattle and wheat 

Travel to the area from 
Kabul is by a bumpy, packed- 
sand path from Chagcharan. 
Several villagers said the West- 
ern journalists on hand for the 
reconciliation were the first 
Westerners they had seen. 

On the way into town, locals 
in colourful turbans and baggy 
pants were slaughtering sheep, 
traditional at times of festivity. 
Ranking army officers and pro- 
vincial officials walked down a 
tine of waiting guerillas, giving 
hugs and some kisses. 

There were prayers by a mul- 
lah and a speech by a repre- 
sentative of NajibuUah called 
Aslam, who said the guerrillas’ 
action was a step towards stop- 
ping bloodshed in the country. 

At a luenh of roasted sheep, 
rice, flat nan bread and plain 
-yoghurt, some of Beg’s follow- 


ers asked the noumalists why 
the Americans were supplying 
weapons to the guerillas. 

“If the United States, Pakis- 
tan and Saudi Arabia stop milit- 
ary assistance, the war will fin- 
ish in a few days,” said Aji 
Mohammad Yaqub, who said 
he had lost about 50 friends and 
relatives in the war. 

A deputy minister in the 
ministry of state security, who 
identified himself as LL-Gen. 
T ate l , said in the last month 

5.000 armed guerrillas and 

10.000 of their unarmed sup- 
porters have joined the govern- 
ment 

He estimated there are more 
than 200,000 guerrillas, who 
call themselves Mujahedeen, m 
Afghanistan. But he said about 
70 per cent are not fighting at 
the present time. 

The estimate of guerrilla 
strength was in line with one by 
Peter Tomsen, a special U-S. 
envoy to the Mujahedeen. Buf . 
Tomsen has predicted that the 
resistance will prevail and Na- 
jibuilah’s government will fall. 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese re- 
bels appealed Friday for interna- 
tional aid to fight an outbreak of 
disease they said was plaguing 
areas nT *k*- r their control. 

The clandestine radio erf the 
Sudan People’s liberation Army 
(SPLA), monitored in Nairobi, 
said medicines were urgently 
needed for to control outb reaks ^ 
in southern Sudan of meningitis/ 
typhoid and kala-azar, a tropical 
disease which causes chronic fev- 
i er, emaciation. and ana emi a. 

It thanked Canada and the 
Netherlands for supplying SPLAt 
held areas with medianes recent- 
ly but said this was not enough. 

Peace 


In another development, the 
rebels said Thursday they 
doubted peace talks between 
them and the government, set to 
open in Addis Ababa this week, 
would go abead as planned. 

“The first week of August is 
about to end and it is unlikely ffie 
talfai will take pace this week,” 
said SPLA spokesman said Deng 
Alar Deng. 

Sudan’s military rulers, who 
toppled Prime Minister Sadeq A1 
Mabdi’s civilian government June 
, 30, said last week a peace confer- 
ence to try to end the country’s 
six-year dyfl war would begin in 
the Ethiopian capital this week. 

Deng gave no reason for the 
delay m staging the talks and 
th ere was no comment 

from Sudan’s embassy in Addis 
Ababa. 

The SPLA, fighting sin ce 198 3 
to end what it consiai^. domina- 
tion of tte south by the north, has 

said Presidents Hosui Mubarak of 
Egypt and Mehgistu Haile 
Mariam of Ethiopia have agreed 


Kurds claim capturing Iranian road 

NICOSIA fAP) — The outlawed KiiB^fida’Canmmrist Fatty qf 

that it optm^ri«^amjoad 

£3 p«rince of.Kx«dest^ fo ? 

Associated Pres&rn Nicosia fram 
dbdmtid that it had captured: 55 

Pcshurargas, were inthe area. TbePKbmarga fawa ■ g" 

150 metres away from an important mmtw oare^^rg^ 

was completed and the -control of the rwd tmawpcyd , tnc 
staiea^S^^ Hus was the second tnnc tbis w eek ffia t toe sane 
roadhartreen controlled by the 

statemeat'daisecL The Kurds are m .ettunc minority erf some 20 
^^^Ving in Turkey, Iran and Iraq 
of about m000 each in Syraand 

and Turkish Kurds are seeking autonomy, from central govern- 
ments. 

Japan offers to build Sahara reservoirs 

1 SgtSSSSSSSSCSSSgdSg 

SriS he said. The group explained the plan to the 
Niger and Mali Wefi AfrfcVjrtiid^ ffie^ 
Sfor titeproject, be said. .At 

industrial powers mPaxis last mauffi, Japra uw^rf 

three-year plan to ^ 

development aid) in other farms, such as building 
J^^^jononries." Japan would build 
Sahar a, each costing about nine billion ycu ($67 

s^^TOroject,^ 

next fiscafyear and actual consttucttMi ofth^first 
afier," he said. The feasibility study wffl take at least a year. 

Two on hunger *trike die In . Turkish |all 

ANKARA CAP) Two leftist inmates on a hunger strike died 

am* guards, a^^srepor^ 
Ttmn^Jv Nnsonnas said the men were beaten to death but 
of <WiydraliM. ^«^- ot^l 
™»ws aaenev ouoted the prosecutor of die western dty of Aydm as 

^SSadayand two prison guards were injured. ™ PJSS&b 
J farSuSim, was qnoted as saymg the prisoner 

gtuuds insisted they strq> for a medical 
gTu^i said ihetwo prisoners were 1“ 

and that an autopsy showed they died of dj^ydrahon after r^m^ 

food for 35 days!, the agency said. Turkish newspapers 

Thursday th^fe fi^t broke out when prison 

to provide medfcalcare for fasting mmates and the 
under medical care at the prison mfirmaiy, according to the 

agcncy- 

Congressman ask* halt to ^AID prolect 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A U.S. congrc^an adnd l that a 

because a criminal investigation file has been opened. Rqp. kj®®* 
Smith of Texas took an interest becanse a company in the city ot 
San Antonio, Texas — Wiffiams Stackhouse, Sc. — complained 
that die agency had not protectod U^ bukieisj 
snokesmmforthe agency, said die congressman had been m touch 
the casebut that he had no farther ndDaum.Sanffi 
said in ahewsstatementthat the mappmg project is cntical tomne 
other projects connected with a system 
That system will cost $761 “fflronovm foe 
he added. He said that e^^sdelay ™ild save tteU.S. 
taxpayer hundreds of thousands f 

ontosay that the mspectoi-general of the agency has reformed him 
that , a criminal investigation file had been opened in the case^. 

Bourgulba marks birthday 

TUNIS (AP) — Former President Habib Bomguiba marked his 
86th birthday Thursday in the hospital where te underwent a 
prostate operation last month. There was no celebration of tas 
birthday in Transra— where it was once a national holiday — and 
most Tunisian newspapers took no notice of the event. By 
ooincideoce, the day was public holiday in Tunisia becau se it was 
, the Islamic new year. The weekly magazine Realties reported 
I Thursday, without citing sources, that a second operation might 
have to.be performed to dear his urinary tract, although some 
specialists befievehis problem is caused by.neurologjcal rather Hum 
fcical fectors. Realties said the government authorised 27 
members of Bourgmba’s famihr to visit him in the hosptial on the 
occasion of his btitilday, incbkEng hia son, former Foreign Minister 
Habib Bourgmba Jr. But Bourguiba attempted to indade four 
former members of bis government in the fist’of his birthday guests, 
it said. Realties said “these persons were not authorised to visit 
ban.” Bouratriba was ousted in a bloodless coup in 1987 by bis 
prime minister, Zrne Al Abidine Ibn Ali, who said the president 
was senite and unabte to carry on his duties. 
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CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Cborcb S mlllck, 
Tel. 810740 

Asseoblies of God Church, Tel. 

632785. 

SC Joseph Church Td. 624590. 
Church of the Ajuraadafhm Tel. 
637440. 

De la Sufc Church Td. 661757 
Tw rauato Chord) Td: 622366 
Church of the AmMmciatioa Tel. 
623541. 

AugRau Charch Td. 625383. Td. 
62SS43. 

ArmeDten Catholic Cborcb Tel. 

771331. 

Armeulcji Orthodex Cbnrch Tel. 

775261. 

SL Ephrafan Cbnrch Tel. 771751. 
Amman lateraatioral Cksrcb Tel. 
685326. 

EraugcUeal LbAhu Cborcb Tel: 
811295. 

The Chorth of JemQabltfUhr 
Day Sd&ts Td. 815817, 821264 


WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 
Meteorology. 

A sight drop in t empera ture is 
expected and winds wffi be north-, 
westerly moderate. In Aqaba, winds 
*01 be northerly moderate and seas 
calm. 
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194S 


. Copenhagen. 


MmJmax. temp. 

Amman — 18/ Ao 

Aqaba 24/38 

Deserts 16/34 

Jordan Valley 22/37 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 32, Aqaba 40. Humidity r ea d ing s: 
Amman 18 per cent, Aqaba 28 per 
cent. 

USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr, Ottoman Mustafa 774004 

Dr. Zcm Zaghfenl 638591 

Dr. AbdaTHadiTayjem 620115 

Dr. Anwar Mm A1 Haj 771020 

Bras pharmacy 6 61 912 

Ferdows pharmacy 778336 

AlAsema pharmacy 637055 

Nairookh pharmacy ,62 3672 

AlSdam pharmacy 636730 

Yaconbphcra^ey .644945 

ShiMod pharmacy ............. 637660 

-IKB3D: 

. Dr.AbddMapdSdnMm. 

A1 Shana* jdiannacy 


ZABQA: 

Dr. Rateb AtaHah - (—) 

Khabfeh pharmacy 985417 

ENCm 

GvO Defence Department ...... 661111 

Civil Defence 

Rmcoe. 630341 

Gv3 Defence Emergency ........... 199 

Rescue Police 192.621111,637777 

Fire Brigade— 891228 

Blood Bank ....775121 

Highway Police 84340G 

Traffic PoBcc - 896390 

PBfaficSecBityDqwtmai 63B21 

HotdCoiEfjMais 605800 

Price Co mplain ts 661176 

Water aiid Sewerage 

Conqdnims .897467 

Amman Municipality 

Ownplamte 787111 

Telephone information 

((hrcctoryasnstaooe) 121 

Onrremddb 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdaflraepbooc Repain . — 661101 
Jordan T ekviaion — ..773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Aofbodty 680100 

Jordan Ekcffite' Aotbonty ._ 815615 


Electric Power 
Company _ 
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AMMAN: 
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Jabal Amman Maternity .... 

Malhas,J. Amman 

Palestine, ShmcAam 
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Ujjjyeraity Hospital 

Al-Muasber Hospital — 
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RJ inflight sales 

" . By Qndeer Taber' 7 

Jordan Times Staff Writer 

AMMAN Imagine yoa’re flying Bangjadesfa T s national earner 
a na wa nt to buy duty-free perfume aboard the plane; the 
®ewanfcss pofitdy gives you the pries in Japanese yen. Definitel y 
rtwo^beashodc/parfenlariytrtienyMiaretoldtiieBai^adesin 
taka is not accepted 'aboard the plane. . ... 

Tfescenario is not so- far-fetched.' It is actually happening on 
K 03 MI Jordamaa’s (RJ) international flighty «r«yr they ^fKn g 

in dollais and not in yens. 

_An internal memorandum has been released, according to an RJ 
official who chose to remain anonymous, instructing fh«» »n 
duty-free sales aboard the RJ fleet' be conducted in American 
ttrilarg, shifti ng foepast RJ policy of accepting Jordanian as well as 
foreign currency aboard its flights. ' 

**We were setting items at die government rale of 560 flls for the 
dtrflar but these are extras, -and do not have to be subsidised by the 
government,” according to RJ Vice-President of Finance and 
Investment Omar Zokasb. 

Another reason for this policy change was that “since there was a 
great difference between black market and official rates for the 
dinar before July 12 {when the RJ decision took effect) it was 
attractive for .some of the flight- cabin crew (stew a rds, and 
stewardesses) to deal in the black market,” TniaA said. “So 
policy bad to be introduced to control finances.” * 


the black market was very . common among many- RJcabm- 
attendants involved in duty-free sales. “Many times, especially 
from fo reigners, we get foreign currency for duty-free items. Many 
stewardesses do not give the cashier the foreign currency bat give 
him the equivalent in Jordanian dinars at foe o fficial rate,” she 
said “Then they exchange the foreign currency for (Soars in the 
black market for a much Hgfaer rate.” 

' Since RJ boys duty-free items in dollars and since the dinar is 
fluctuating, Abdullah Sharif of RTs press section explains, “we 
cannot sell in dinars.” Both Znkash and Sharif that once the 
dinar stabilises the airline wiD go back to accepting dinar s for : 
inflight sales. . j 

“I do not'bebeve that the market has stabilised even after the 
July 31 decision,” Zokash said in an inter v iew with foe Jordan 
Times. “When the-dmar settles around 800 fils to foe dollar we will 
go back to using foe dinar on our flights,” he said 

The “July SI decision” refers to foe Central Bank of Jordan’s 
(CBJ) move to allow a two-tier exchange rate, system in Jordan, 
allowing bulks to trade : at free madtet rates for financing 
non-essential goods and freeing them to sefl hard currency at rates 
dictated by market forces. At the satire time, foe banks have to 
observe a fixed official rate torpnbfic sector imparts of basic foods, 
some- medicines and foes of Jordanian students abroad. .... 

Passenger reaction 

Although foe reasons were numerous, many Jordanian passen- 
gers interviewed by foe Jordan Times at the arrival terminal of 
Queen Alia International Airport were obviously upset by the RJ 
.switch to the dollar. 

“Imagine that our national carrier does not take our national 
currency. How does this effect our confidence in foe econom y ?” 
one angry passenger asked 

“I understand that we need hard currency. But, in principle it is 
outrageous not to accept foe dinar on a Jordanian carrier,”. 
Mohammad Salem said. “Personally ! was offended, and I refused 
to buy any items.” 

A steward wbo refused to be identified said: “Everyone is 
laughing at us and we are constantly harassed I think this (poKcy of 
. doflars only) has to be reassessed. Maybe tins rule can be applied to 
non-Jordanians but it shouldn’t be applied to our nationals.” 

A disgruntled woman said: “When I went to foe hank for dollars, 
they hardly gqve me any t hin g. Now the airline expects me to have 
extra to buy duty-free items.” 

The RJ s w i tch to dollars has. not been applied to its duty-free 
shop at the airport. Munzir Annab, who is in charge of foe ground 
duty-free shop, said a rate of 720 fib to the dollar was being applied 
Wednesday at the shop. ■ 


Housing Bank to raise 
bonus amount for customers 


'AMMAN (Petra) — The Hous- 
ing Bank Friday announced that 
it will increase foe amount of the 
brans it is offering its customers 
on all their deposits to JD 720,000 
annually. 

A bank statement said that the 
.move which is designed to en- 
courage members of the public to 
increase their savings wfll help 
.also expand the banks operations 
to provide services to all public 
sectors. - 

According to the statement foe 
bonus will be distributed through 
a total of 43,260 (sizes to be 
selected as a result or three draw- 
ings of lots instead of two draw- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listing* are compiled tixxn monthfy tmBetms and 
the daily Arabic press- Readers, are adytsed. to venfy the listed 
tbn* and [dace with tbe concerned mstfanions. 

exhustiions 

4 A arts exhibition by foe Student Affairs Dcpartneaft 
Pandas Club rf foe Yarawuk University at foe HrariagBask 
Art Gallery. 

* An ef eartoona by foe tale Jordaaiaarnlfet Sabah 

Sagbayyar at foe Plastic Artists Association, ShawhanL 

4 A nhato qhftitto n entitled “Bedouin Today" I* Japanese 
photographer Kqji Sato at foe Royal Gdtarul Centre. 
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World Islamic Council to discuss 

■ • m 

report on occupied lands, Jerusalem 


AMMAN (Petra) — A detailed 
report on the situation in the 
occupied Arab territories in 
general and in-foe Holy City of 
Jerusalem and foe AlAqsa Mos- 
que in particular will be at the top 
of an agenda for the World Isla- 
mic Council’s refief and Daawa 
meeting which opened in Amman 
Friday. 

Dr. Izzat Jaradat, director of 
the Bait A1 Maqdes Bureau wbo 
is taking part in foe two-day 
meeting, said that foe general 
condition of Islamic holy places in 
foe occupied lands, Israel’s prac- 
tices designed to obliterate Isla- 


mic character in Palestine and 
continued Israeli acts of sacrilege 
in foe holy shrines, as well as 
inhuman treatment of the Palesti- 
nian people will be discussed by 
foe delegates wbo represent va- 
.rioos Islamic organisations in the 
Arab World. 

Jaradat said that reports by the 
sob-committees on financial, edu- 
cational, relief and informational 
activities for Islamic countries 
wiD be discussed by the partici- 
pants wbo are meeting in a regu- 
lar session. 

Among foe other topics, Jara- 
dat said, is an informational semi- 


nar which the council wiD orga- 
nise in Baghdad towards the end 
of 1969 and another on Jerusalem 
which -will be organised in Am- 
man during foe Israa Wal Mi’raj 
feast 

He said that the condition of 
Muslims in non- Islamic countries 
and means of handling their pro- 
lems will be tackled at foe 
meeting. 

Marshal Abdul Rahman 
Swareddahab, former head of foe 
military junta in Sudan and for- 
mer Awqaf Minister Kamel Shar- 
if axe among the dignitaries 
attending the meeting. 


Jordan and Iraq sign 
cooperation programme 


mgs as was previously done and 
that the grand prize or boons will 
be raised to JD 25,000 from JD 
20 , 000 . ■ 

The bank has also monthly 
drawings and according to the 
statement foe grand monthly 
prize win go up to JD 10,000 from 
JD 7,500 and that foe number of 
prizes wiD rise to 3,605, up from 
2,025 prizes. 

According to foe statement 
also the total number of people 
who won prizes from the Hoosmg 
Bank since 1977 was 140,448 and 
that they received a total of JD 
33 mflficm. 


BAGHDAD : — Jordan a nd Iraq 
have signed a programme for 
cooperation in cufrnral, scientific 
and technical fields in foe coming 
three years. 

The Iraqi News Agency (INA) 
reported from Baghdad that the 
agreement which was signed by 
Iraqi Munster of Higher Educa- 
tion Muather Ibrahim and Jorda- 
nian Minister of Education 
Abdullah Nsour cover three areas 
of cooperation: Higher educa- 
tion, scientific research and 
general education, mefadmg cul- 
ture and archaeology. 


The agency said that tbe two 
sides agreed to grant scholarships 
to nationals 'from both country 
for post-graduate studies and to 
exchange visits by professors and 
teachers. 

The two rides also agreed to 
exchange publications and books 
and hold seminars and confer- 
ences dealing with scientific sub- 
jects. 

They agreed to launch joint 
work in culture, general educa- 
tion and archaeological affairs 
and to organise training courses 
in information, culture and 
archaeological fields. 



NHF to hold 2 workshops on new 
trends in curricula development 


AMMAN (J-T.) — Two work- 
shops on new trends in curricula 
development and instructions in 
chemistry and biology will be 
opened here by the Noor A1 
Hussein Foundation (NHF) next 
week in foe course of prepara- 
tions tor tbe opening of the 
Jubilee School in 1991. 

An NHF statement said that a 
total of 30 participants from foe 
Ministry of Education, the Minis- 
try of Higher Education, the Uni- 
versity of Jordan, Yannonk Uni- 
versity, foe Higher Council for 
Science rind Technology, foe 
Aimed Forces Education Depart- 
ment, private schools in Jordan 
and schools operated by the Un- 
ited Nations Refief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) wifi take part 
in the workshops winch axe ex- 
pected to last six-days each. 

The participants, according to 
'foe statement, will try to come up 
with new methods to improve 
teaching chemistry and biology in 
foe tenth class giving special 
attention to self-education and. 
developing the students’ own 


skills. 

The two workshops which are 
being organised in cooperation 
with foe British Council and 
Moray House College of Educa- 
tion in Edinburgh, Scotland, are 
aimed at paving the way for foe 
opening of the Jubilee School to 
serve as a model secondary 
school for gifted students. It is 
being established by foe NHF in 
honour of His Majesty Eng Hus- 
sein’s deep commitment to 
education and in recognition of 
the great strides in education 
achieved in the Kingdom under 
his rule. 

The chemistry workshop, the 
statement explained, will seek to 
lay down a working programme 
for tite development of foe che- 
mistry curricnmm for the pro- 
jected school as a follow-up to 
work began here at a similar 
workshop held in Amman last 
ApriL 

It said that die workshop aims 
to orient foe educationists on new 
trends in biology teaching and 
help them create new methods 


and lay down new curricula for 
biology students at the seconday 
level. 

1 The Jubilee School will provide 
outstanding students from Jordan 
and the Arab World with the 
highest quality of education; and 
as a laboratory school, it will 
contribute to the development of 
education throughout foe region, 
a c c or d in g to NHF. 

The Jubilee School is expected 
to provide instruction and activi- 
ties aimed at encouraging self 
reliance, high motivation, per- 
sonal responsibility, drill* of in- 
vestigation, problem solving, 
oeativity and independent think- 
ing, according to NHF. 

NHF last year awarded two 
consultancy firms a contract to 
prepare designs and drawings for 
the construction work and super- 
vise foe p r e p aratio n of tender 
specifications for the Jubilee 
School to be set up near Jubeiha, 
north west of Amman. 

The school is to be built on 120 
dmnr-* of land. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Committees 
set up by tire Ministry of Interior 
to revise voter lists for the coming 
parliamentary elections con- 
tinued their work through Thurs- 
day and Friday despite the public 
and weekend holidays on the two 
days, according to the Ministry of 
Interior. 

A statement said that the work 
is going ahead with urgency to 
register 19 -year-old citizens who 
are eligible to vote, to cancel the 
names of convicted persons who 
are by law prevented to cast 
ballots and to handle complaints 
raised by members of foe public 
concerning registration of voters. 

The ministry announced that 
foe committees had embarked on 
their task 00 Aug. 1 zed accord- 
ing to the law they have 57 days 
to complete their work in all 
constituencies. 

According- to minis try sources 
foe committees are being assisted 
in foeir mission by information 
received from the civil registra- 
tion department and foe law 
courts. 

According to foe constitution. 
Domination of candidates running 
for elections wifi take place 25 
days before the election day. 
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AMMAN (J.T. I — Her Royd Highness Princess Zdn Bint A! 
Hussein was Thursday wedded to Mr. Mqjdi Anwar Al Saleh at a 
ceremony cscriei by His Mqjesty King Hussein and members of 
the rcyeS fcctiTy. 

An o£Sch: statement by the Royal Court said that foe Princess 
.wcs wedded to Mr. Sclsh Thursday Aug. 3, 1989 at a ccremocy fas 
tbe presence cf princes 2 nd princesses and members of foe royal 
family. 

It was also attended by Prime Minister Shard 1 Zald Ibn Shaker, 
chief cf foe Royal Court Thouqan Hindu wi, Chief Islamic Justice 
Sheikh Mo hnauacd Mhrilan, Mr. Anwar Farid Al Saleh and other 

guests and members of the Saleh famil y 

Mr. SzhA £cd Princess Zein were en&igcd last March at a 
etreesaj aka attended by His Majesty King Hussein and royal 
family members as well ss mentors of the Saleh family. 

Ring Hussein end the guests congratulated the newly weds 
wishing cheer, an enjoyable and happy life. 





Bdon 


AMMAN (Petra) — Labour 
Minister J amal Bdour left Friday 
for Baghdad to take part in a 
meeting by misisteis of labour 
from foe four member Arab. 
Cooperation Council (ACC) 
countries which is due to open 
Satmday. 

In a pre-departure statement. 
Bdour said that foe ministers 
from Iraq. Jordan. Egypt and 
North Yemen will discuss sub- 
jects that contribute towards 
further cooperation among the 
four states in labour and employ- 
ment affairs. 

The meeting is in harmony with 
a general strategy drawn up by 
the heads of tbe four countries at 
their latest summit meeting in 
Alexandria, foe minister noted. 

He said that cooperation in 
labour affairs is bound to help the 
ACC countries to achieve in- 
tegration and further progress. 

Bdour stated before going to 
Baghdad that his ministry was 
doing all it can to help tbe coun- 
try overcome foe problem of un- 
employment in various sectors, 
and praised tbe labour movement 
in Jordan for helping to reduce 


Commits©®: 






Jaraal Ddoar 

the unemployment crisis. 

The Jordanian government 
took a decision a month ago to 
provide additional financial 
insistence to the Federation of 
Labour unions in foe Kingdom in 
a bid to boost its contribution 
towards stimulating the national 
economy, foe minister said at a 
meeting with members of the 
fed era lira’s executive board. 

Bdour commended the role of 
foe Jordanian labour movement 
and said that foe Ministry of 
Labour will increase its coopera- 
tion with the unions to increase 
production sne bolster the cco- 
nomy. 

There should also be a stepped 
up cooperation between the un- 
ions, :hs labourers and the em- 
ployers in the course of foe 
national straggle for construction 
aad z better economy, the minis- 
ter noted. 

Bdour pointed to social activi- 
ties earned our bv the labour 


Baghdad 

unions in Jordan, such as the 
establishment of consumer coop- 
eratives and the creation of 
labourers' funds for financing 
education, and said these are very 
constructive steps to bolster foe 
unions' stand and improve the 
condition of labourers' families. 

Samir Qarden. the federation's 
secretary general, paid tribute to 
the close cooperation between 
foe federation and the ministry 
and said that continued coordina- 
tion at all levels is bound to 
provide good service to the work- 
ers and contribute to socio-eco- 
nomic development. 

3 Referring to tbe local labour 
market, Qarden said that it 
should be organised in such a way 
that all the time priority must be 
1 given to the local workers so that 

0 foe problem of unemployment 

1 can be solved. 

if To achieve this, he said, the 
i federation and foe ministry wifi 
it cooperate in vocational training 
j courses for local workers who 
a should be able to substitute foe 
s foreign labourers in foe country. 

Cooperation with foe ACC 
>f countries and giving priority to 
I their workers in Jordan on redp- 
f Focal basis should also be given 
very serious consideration in all 
t labour related affairs. Qarden 

- noted. 

Qarden also called on the gov- 
i eminent to link foe education 
policy in Jordan with foe needs of 
the local labour market with par-’ 
e ticuiar stress on areas related to 
d construction and production. 

The meeting was attended by. 
directors of the Ministry of 

- Labour's departments and heads 
r of labour unions in Jordan. 


PHOTO EXHIBITION 

entitled 


JN.TODA Y 


Showing the desert life of Bedouin 
photographed 


Mr. ICojt Sato 



[Japanese pftcicgrapher, a JOCV member) 


August 5 to August 10, 1989 

at the Exhibition Hall of the 
Royal Cultural Centre 
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Lebanon 


THE CALL for an extraordinary Arab summit to continue 
dealing with the Lebanese crisis Is sound on two grounds: 
First, collective efforts by the Arab leaders within the 
framework of the Arab League offer the only viable and 
operational hope to resolve Lebanon’s dilemma; second, the 
Arab Higher Committee charged by the Casablanca Arab 
summit to settle the situation in Lebanon has declared its 
failure thus far to successfully carry out its mandate, and 
has offered to submit its detailed report to the Arab leaders. 
Accordingly, there is an urgent need to convene an 
extraordinary summit to review the report of tbe Higher 
Committee and make the necessary recommendations on the 
basis of the findings of the committee. It follows also, that 
any Arab summit may not be held before tbe report of tbe 
Higher Committee is finalised and made ready for scrutiny. 

In this vein, frankness and boldness most characterise all 
follow-up Arab action. At tbe same time, determined 
endeavours most be made to achieve candid Arab diplomacy 
in Lebanon without needless confrontation. Of course this is 
a big order and is easier said than done. Nevertheless as long 
as calmness, reason and sincerity dominate inter-Arab 
diplomacy, it could still be possible to concurrently attain 
bluntness and non-confrontational approaches to Lebanon’s 
tragedy. It goes without saying that confrontation per se is 
self-defeating as It is a sure prescription for the perpetuation 
of tbe carnage and destruction in Lebanon. 

Similarly it would be prudent to convene a mini- Arab 
summit, in preparation for tbe suggested extraordinary 
summit, to be confined to the leaders of Saadi Arabia, 
Morocco, Algeria,, Syria and Iraq. Such a preliminary 
mini-summit should also be attended by tbe leaders of the 
two governments of Lebanon, Genual Aoun and Salim A1 
Boss. It is 'also proposed in tills context, that such a 
mini-summit be held in Saudi Arabia and its duration be ad 
jdennitum until agreement is reached between the principal 
actors in the Lebanese catastrophe. The first draft resolu- 
tion before (he mini-summit should therefore be not to 
adjourn until a final agreement is reached. Tbe Arab World 
owes it to the Lebanese people to do just that after so many 
years of incomplete attempts to put an end to the death and 
destruction there. 



JORDAN PRESS EDITORIALS 


A1 Ra*i Arabic daily on Friday tackled the ongoing Israeli media 
campaigns directed against Jordan and said that tbe Jordanian 
press and information media were instrumental in countering such 
campaigns. The paper said that the Israeli media brought up 
ridiculous topics claiming that the Jordanian media were 
working against peace in the Middle East and dwelling on 
economic subjects designed to shake the people’s confidence in 
the dinar. Tbe Jordanian media realised and countered such 
moves and also all attempts to cause a split within the Jordanian- 
Palestinian ranks and to undermine the just struggle of the 
Palestinian people, the paper added. It said that no falsehood and 
no lies can change Jordan’s position or force the Kingdom to take 
another course that would undermine its own credibility world- 
wide. It is natural for the Israeli enemy to pour its rage and anger 
on Jordan and all its institutions including the media because 
Jordan and all its institutions are working hard to expose the 
misleading and false claims of the Zionist enemy, the paper said. 

A! Dnstoor daily commented on the fast moving developments in 
the Middle East arena giving special attention to the hostage crisis 
in Lebanon. Tbe paper said that the escalation of tension has been 
brought about by Israel's terrorist actions and its kidnapping of 
the Muslim leader from South Lebanon. After the abduction of 
Sheikh Obeid, Israel started blackmailing the Lebanese group 
like any gang of murderers and criminals who are normally bent 
on kidnapping people for any cause, the paper noted. It said that 
the Obeid affair has returned the whole Middle East region to a 
vicious circle of violence and counter-violence, and extremist 
action that can only benefit the Israeli occupiers of Arab land in 
Palestine and Lebanon. What Israel has been bent on doing ever 
since its establishment in the midst of tbe Arab region is causing 
turmoil in the Arab World on a constant basis and diverting world 
public attention from the situation in the occupied Arab lands, the 
paper continued. It said that the United States is urgently 
required to put an end to Israel’s meddling with the security and 
stability of the region. 

Saw! Al Sfcaab daily also dwelt on tbe Obeid affair and said that 
the absence of justice and peace in the Middle East will continue 
to haunt the world which is unable to put an end to Israel’s 
atrocities. The international community is do doubt aware of the 
feet that it is Israel which is fighting peace and it is Israel that is 
behind the escalation of tension in our region, tbe paper added. 
We are certain that real and genuine pressure from Washington 
on its Israeli ally would stop such actions and evil practices; and 
good intentions on the part of the United States would lead to the 
implementation of U.N. Security Connril Resolution 242 to pave 
the way for stability and peace, said the paper. It expressed 
apprehension that Israel’s continued instransigence and evil 
practices would trigger an all out war in the whole region. 


American Jewish organisation for U.S.-PLO dialogue 


By Henry Siegman 

THE PURPOSE of the so-called. 
Helms Amendment was not to 
prevent U.S. contacts with PLO 
terrorists who killed Americans. 
Hie American Jewish Congress 
did not oppose legislation that 
would achieve that purpose; to 
the contrary, it promoted such 
legislation. And, finally, the AJC 
and Aipac were not in conflict 
over tiiis issue. 

I begin this essay with these 
simple statements of feet because 
I have learned during my current st- 
ay in the country that many Israelis 
believe the very opposite about 
each of the above. They are 
under the impression that an 
Senator Helms sought to do was 
to end American contacts with 
Salah Khalaf; that the American 
Jewish Cbqgress and other Jewish 
organisations were opposed to 
tins goal; and, finally, that Aipac 
and the AJC were at odds over 
this issue. 

Tbe amendment introduced by 
Senator Jesse Helms contained 
sweeping language that would 
have prevented U.S. contacts 
with anyone in tbe leadership of 
tbe PLO, not only with the likes 
of Salah Khalaf. It would have 
required President Bush to certify 
that people in the PLO with 
whom the United States is in 
contact were never involved — 
directly or indirectly — in terror- 
ist actions against American 
citizens. Cleany, it would have 
been impossible for the president 
to offer that kind of negative 
certification about any member 
of tiie PLO. 

In other words, the amend- 
ment's real purpose was to pot a 
complete end to the U.S. dia- 
logue with the PLO that was first 
initiated last November by 
Secretary Shultz. 

Now, no one in the United 
States — and least of afl Amer- 


ican Jews — is enamoured of the 
FLO. However, they attach great 
hope — indeed, at this point, 
perhaps their only hope — to 
Prime Minister Shamir’s proposal 
for elections in the West Bank 
mid Gaza. If the Palestinians 
were to agree to such elections, 
they could initiate a process that 
would end the current violence 
and, in stages, lead to a negoti- 
ated settlement between Israel 
and the Palestinians and with the 
rest of tiie Arab World. On the 
other hand, if the elections idea is 
aborted, there is only the pros- 
pect of increased violence and 
greater tragedy for both Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

For most Americans, tbe prime 
minister’s elections proposal and 
U.S. contacts with the PLO are 
logically and inextricably linked, 
since it is amply inconceivable 
that the PLO would allow the 
elections to take place if the U.S. 
were to end its dialogue with 
them. Despite tiie insistence by 
some Israelis to tbe contrary, it is 
clear to everyone that no Palesti- 
nian elections will take place in 
the territories if tbe PLO opposes 
them. 

That is why the American Jew- 
ish Congress, as well as several 
other American Jewish organisa- 
tions, including the Union of 
American Hebrew Congregations 
and tbe American Jewish Com- 
mittee, opposed the Helms 
Amendment, for it would have 
effectively killed what hope there 
is for Prime Minister Shamir's 
initiative. 

Instead, the AJC and these 
other organisations supported 
legislation that would end discus- 
sions with PLO officials like 
Salah Khalaf who were oper- 
ationally involved in terrorism 
against Americans, withont 
however breaking off the U.S. 
dialogue with the PLO entirely. 
That is the position that in fact 


prevailed in tire U.S. Senate, with 
only Senator Helms voting 
a gains t it. 

I believe that for most Amer- 
ican Jews an important distinc- 
tion exists between U.S. contacts 
with the PLO and Israeli contacts 
with the PLO. Despite the fact 
that tbe Likud faction of tire 
Israeli government vigorously 
opposed Secretary Shultz’s dea- 
con to initiate, the contact in 
November 1988, the organised 
Jewish community, acting 
through the Conference of Presi- 
dents of Major American Jewish 
Organisations, refused to support 
tbe Israeli positron. 

Nevertheless, American Jews 
understand and support the 
Israeli decision not to establish 
any Israeli contacts with the 
PLO. They will remain sym- 
pathetic to that position until tiie 
PLO wQl have given much more 
convincing evidence than they 
have to date that they have really 
abandoned terrorism in favour of 
diplomacy. 

In the meantime, most Amer- 
ican Jews support the U.S. posi- 
tion that a case can be made for 
maintaining low-level U-S. con- 
tacts with the PLO if these con- 
tacts yield greater PLO modera- 
tion. The test of that moderation, 
in addition to an end to PLO- 
sponsored terrorism, is PLO wfi- 
Imgness to allow Palestinian elec- 
tions proposed by Prime Minister 
Shamir to go forward. 

Now that the Israeli cabinet has. 
reaffirmed its commitment to tiie 
elections proposal without the 
destructive encumbrances 
adopted by the Likud’s Central 
Committee, a moment of truth 
for the Palestinians has arrived. It 
may turn out that tiie PLO has no 
intention of allowing elections in 
the territories, either because it 
fears tiie likely independence of a 
new Palestinian leadership that, 
unlike tiie FLO, enjoys the legi- 


timacy conferred by free elec- 
tions, or because of the' FIX} — 
as some jurist — remains unre- 
constructed in its commitment to 
violence. Whatever tiie reason, 
should that tnm out to be the 
case, the U.S. most at that point 
end its dialogue with the PLO. 

Bat there wifi be time enough 
to do -so; to end it prematurely is 
to risk a misreading of the PlXTs 
real intentions and therefore miss 
an important opportunity for a 
breakthrough in tiie peace pro- 
cess. It is also to risk the accusa- 
tion that Israel prevailed on the 
U.S. to end its contacts with tiie 
PLO because it was Israel that 
did not want its elections propos- 
al put to tiie test. 

It is understandable that a be- 
leaguered Israel wiH accept sup- 
port from whatever source. Still, 
it is iigportant for Israelis to 
understand that tiie support of 
Senator Jose Helms is not an 
unmixed blessing. 

Jesse Hehns is one of tiie most 
reactionary — if not the most 
recationary — members of tiie 
U.S. Senate. He is opposed to 
virtually every one of toe causes ‘ 
valued and support ed by most 
American Jews. He has an 
appalling record on issues soch as 
human rights, dvil rights, civil 
liberties, religious freedom and 
tiie separation of Church and 
State, and support for the poor 
and the needy. Dictatorial and 
right-wing regimes afl over tiie 
world, from South Africa to 
Pinochet’s Chile, know that they 
will get their most sympathetic 
hearing in the U.S. from Jose 
Helms. Until quite recently, he 
was singularly hostile towards 
Israel. He has undergone a sud- 
den conversion on the subject, 
and is now to the right of Arid 
Sharon. 

Suffice it to say, most Amer- 
icans — not to speak of American 
Jews — do not look to Jesse 


Hehns to instruct them on what is 

goottfer America. They certainly 
do sot look to him tor instruction 
on what Jxxood for Isnd. v 

& should also be understood 
that a crude attempt .to curtail 
presidential perogatives, per- 
ceived — rightly or wrongly — to 
have been engineered by Israel, 
that uses the Senate's most reac- 
tionary .personality as its insru- ■ 
ment, is. bound to cause deep 
resentment in the executive 
branch. As report e d In Toe New 
York Times, President Bush felt 
that “the Hehns Amendment un- 
constitutionally usurped his pow- 
er to conduct tbe foreign relations 
of the United States-” "■ 

For Israel to be perceived as 
injecting itself into that kind of an 
internal constitutional conflict be- 
tween the president and the Con- 
gress is unwise, at best. 

Finally, a word about Aipac’s 
role in the American Jewish com- 
munity and on the W as h i ng ton 
scene. Contrary to a widely-held 
belief, Aipac is not a lobby for. 
the government of Israel. That 
assertion may startle many 
Israelis, bat Aipac is tbe fist to 
reject categorically that descrip- 
tion of itself. Aipac is an Amer- 
ican organisation, representing 
and speaking for the American 
Jewish community and the larger 
American pro-Israel community. 

In talcing positions before the 
U.S. Congress, it must therefore 
make certain that these positions 
accurately reflect the consensus of 
ttiat constituency. Aipac does not 
— and should not — act on die 
instructions of tiie Israeli govern- 
ment. 

It is therefore entirely mislead- 
ing to suggest that Aipac can take 
one position before the U-$. 
Congress, representing. tbe views 
of the Israeli government, while 
the American Jewirii Congress 
and other Jewish organisations 
take a different position. II the 


views of Aipac and the opasqtea 


tty tfveigc on & particular issue, 
then Aipac has bo brief to speak 
to the U.SL-Cwjgrfiss on that 

The above is by way o£ general 
principles. In (he particular esse 
of tbe Hcfanjs amend ment, Aipac 
assured American: Jewish. Orga- 
nisations that it would SQpp&tta 
alternative ameadnwW t^| 

tdential certification, ttdb there- 
fore Jess of a 
idential perogatiVos. 

Thus. Aipac and the A fGaptod 
in contest, and the notion that’ 
the AJC divided 
mmtity simply has no wi ra 
fact. To the contrary; since the; 
Jewish community agreed not to 
'seek an end to rite U.5; dfefcjgtie 
with the PLO, fr is tnafetend 
initiatives to end the (fedogne 
that are divisive. - ' 

What mutes the American 
Jewish community at ihra particu- 
larly difficult moment in the fife 
of the Jewish state iritesappett 
for Prime Minister Shamir** 


penc wiuau ivt- 

proposal for Palestinian etaemos 
m the territories. Actions 'that 
deflect attention from thatimper- 
tant initiative, or. that bridge 
integrity into question — whether 
of tbe kind taken by the Likud's 
Central Committee, or fitadfcfed 
campaigns to compettfaelLSc 
administration to end its contact# 
with the PLO — can only rupture 
that unity. They afro threaten 
serious damage to l$rael> stand-" 
in& to the ULS. and to thehopes; 
for peace in. the region. v 
The ball is-now in tbe. Patent 
orfan court, and that is where it 
should remain. 

The writer is executive diietfdrof 
tbe American Jewish Qwgrcssc 
and the article is reprinted from 
tiie Jerusalem Post. . - 


Interview with Ibrahim Abu Lughod 

‘Intifada essential to Palestinian 


By Sophia Ghacbem 

Professor Ibrahim Abu Lughod is 
tbe American representative to 
the Palestine National Congress. 

Here, Professor Abu Lughod 
shares with us some of his views 
on the Palestine issue. 

Q. Who is most profoundly 
influenced by tbe “intifada”? 

A. The intifada is affecting, 
fundamentally, certain sectors of 
Israel’s public. Those who are 
affected positively by tbe intifada 
are not in a position of power. 
And they are not likely to be in a 
position of power very soon. 
They are to be found across tbe 
political spectrum of Israel as 
individuals. They are members of 
splinter parties, outside of the 
Labour and Likud party. They 
are representative of both the 
older and younger generations. 
There are even many Oriental 
Jews among them. Unfortunate- 
ly, Labour's position has re- 
mained the same. They are re- 
sponsible for Israeli eolonialian 
and the architecture of the West 
Bank. There is no “territories for 
peace.” The Palestinians are an 
obstacle. They have to be re- 
moved, in tbe minds of Israelis. 

Q. What specifically should the 
United States do in order to show 
that it is committed to securing 
peace in the occupied t e rritories? 

A. The United States has to do 
three things: 


(1) It has to demonstrate its 
commitment to tis own principles 
by implementing its own legisla- 
tion on governments that violate 
human rights. The reports that 
the State Department issued ab- 
out human rights in the occupied 
area say that Israel is guflty of 
systematic violation of Palesti- 
nian human rights. U.S. legisla- 
tion says that countries that are 
guilty of systematically violating 
human rights will not get U.S. 

a g jff t a yft 

(2) The United States cannot 
play a positive role in this until it 
declares that it supports the 
Palestinian right to selfdeter- 
mination. 

(3) The U.S. must say that as 
long as brad continues to occupy 
this land of this people whose 
right to self-determination it sup- 
pore, it is going to take measures 
against Israel in the United Na- 
tions and in tbe International 
Court. 

If President Bush says that he 
wants to receive Mr. Arafat in 
Washington that will be a very 
important step taken, and the 
Israelis can do nothing about it. 
That’s why I don’t believe, perso- 
nally, that up to now the United 
States is interested in taking 
effective measures to bring about 
peace. The United States has an 
important role to play in this not 
only in acting on behalf of tbe 
Palestimans, but in npbolding its 
own principles. 


Q. In yonr opinion, what wffl be 
the decisive factor in securmg a 
favourable peace se ttle m e nt? 

A. What is important, I think, 
in pushing the Israelis eventually 
to seek peace is the cost, in 
material and cultural terms, 
winch the intifada is friflirring on 
Israel. Unless it continues to be 
compensated by the United 
States for these costs, tiie Likud is 
bound to seek an agreement with 
tbe Palestinians. This is why it is 
very important for the United 
Stales government to take a posi- 
tion that supports a settlement on 
the basis of Palestinian rights. If 
the United States does not take 
that position, the Likud is not 
going to change its policy. Israel 
wiH not accept a change because 
tbe cost can be alleviated. 

Q. The “intifada” appears to 
hare been the most frufaft d of aD 
Palestinian efforts to date. WiB it 
be persuasive enough to push the 
Israelis to seek peace before tire 
situation worsens dramatically? 

A. What is dear from the in- 
tifada is that Israel cannot win 
even though it has more power. It 
cannot win because, in die end, 
all colonial powers lose. And 
Israel is not an exception. In 
order for Israel to continue to be 
in this area it wifi have to mofafise 
100,000 soldiers on a permanent 
baas. It has to sacrifice all its 
standing in the world, which in 
the U.S. and in some European 
countries, is. being eroded. Its- 


whole society is being fractured 
by tiie intifada. If it makes peace 
with the Palestinians, it has ev- 
erything to gain. This is exactly 
what the British discovered in 
their relationship with India. 
That is, the gam of one could be 
the gain of both. You see, miff- 
tarfly the intifada cannot win. 
You can’t win if you axe colonised 
by military means. But you can 
win if you demonstrate that you 
don’t accept the exploitation. 
You create an alternative order 
winch becomes de facto indepen- 
dent. If you don’t benefit from 
your presence in that area, why 
should you stay? And I think this 
is the genius of the intifada. In 
that sense, I think the intifada 
style a nd value is a fundamental 
transformation in the act of self- 
defence against Israel. And 
therefore if Israel is an intelligent 
power, which it is, it will come to 
seek a solution before the situa- 
tion becomes intolerable. But I 
think they will need more of a 
stimulus. 

Q. From the tbodpobt of solicit- 
ing international sympathy and 
assistance, it is that 

ruesanafli are ivsaiBig utrougn- 
oet the world. But what would be 
the relationship of a Palestinian 
Ike yourself, a United States ' 
dtiwe, to the prospective new 
state? 

A. Thtis is an issue that we have 
to resolve. That’s what Palesti- 
nian nationalism is. We struggle 


not only for the position of a 
land, we struggle to fulfill 
ourselves as a people. We can’t 
do that as long as we are occupied 
and exiled. When we axe free, 
then we are free to construct a 
new society for ourselves, which 
will be for afl Palestinians - Wefl 
allright, if it’s all, then bow do I 
contribute to it? How does it 
absorb me? Where do I go? What 
rights do I have? 

Q. The Palestinian straggle has 
also been one of re stor in g their 
credflxffiy. How do you think the 

Palestinians can best express Ihefr 

intention to pursue peace? 

A. We want to struggle peace- 
fully with Israel because we be- 
lieve that Palestine is one coun- 
try. The future is not made of The 
difficult past The past informs it. 
It is our responsibility to con- 
struct a new future because I 
don’t want to condemn my chil- 
dren to live in conflict anymore 
than the Jews want to. They say 
they wanted a haven from the 
holocaust. So drey come to a 
place where they condemn thdr 
children to fight? IPs a contradic- 
tion. 

Q. Bow do you fed about the 
heated debate, both in farad and 
to the United States, over whether 
or net to recognise tbe PLO ns a 
leritimate neacemaktaa force? 

A. It isn’t realistic. Look at 
married people. They fight, but 
they leant bow to cope. You 
transform issues that divide ns 


into problems and you tty to 
resolve them. And once you re- 
solve them you are not in a 
utopia. Wo have to be able to 
cope with these issues without 
destroying - each other, without 
distorting each other’s culture, 
without using stereotypes against 
each other. . 

Q. What are yonr views on the 
ftrtmneTdatiopdrip between Jor- 
dan and the “occupied terri- 
tories* 1 ? 

A. My own feeling is that the 
Palestinian movement has been 
since 1982, in particular, explicit, 
ft always has an important restitu- 
tion on the relationship with Jor- 
dan. Because there are many 
Palestinians in Jordan, we say 
that we have a special rela- 
tionship. It may be that, once we 
are satisfied with flic relationship 
of oar national identity as Palesti- 
nians, one could be Palestinian 
and Jordanian, just as I am an 
American national. I don't see 
any conflict between my being 
Palestinian and my being Amer- 
ican, and it would be easier be- 
cause, after all, we are Arabs. 
But we can’t resolve that issue 
until we resolve our own issue, 
that is, the restoration of our 
national rights in which Jordan is 
Or could be of help. We don’t 
know because we are living in 
abnormal circumstance. Once we 
resolve that issue, it’s much easier 
to resolve other issues. — Arab 
News. 
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Each of Yolyi Yamamoto’s coBectioos Is a small revelation. 

Free choices, free looks 

Jofcji Yamamotiv Japanese fashion designer 

• AT the age of forty-five, Yohji Yamamoto is one- off foe most 
famous Japanese fashion designers in the worid. Each of his 
collections is a little revolution, in his way of treating adorns and 
materials and, above ail, in his way of eli min a tin g the stioctnre of 
shapes, ms mother, was a dresanaker and a war-widow and 
therefore, as is tbe custom in Japan* wore black for a long period. 
Yamamoto made this cokwr his emblem. Despite his law stndies, 
at the age of 23 he joined a fashion school. On the Revolution, he 
has the view of an artist, so it h natnrafly mtibor inaiginal, and also 
of a Japanese, a Ktfie wary 'ctf mass mov ements. ' 

According to yon, what are tike most oaMandiag events of the 
French Revelation? •• — 

Hie main interest of the fteiich Revolution is the Declaration 
of the Rights of Man. What interests me is the problem of 
collective mentality, ft is to know what happened in the collective 
mentality of the French, in order to be -able to oompare it with 
what would have happened in the Japanese mentality, if, 
hypotheticalfy, the same events had occurred. 

On the matter of the Declaration of the Rights of Man, I am 
more particularly interested in articles 9, 10-and 11 (these articles 
mainly concern freedom of thought). Human Rights prepress the 
dark, animal part of man, through the idealisation , of. the 
Declaration of Homan Rights. On this subject,.! find article 9 
particularly interesting (“Every man. is considered mnocem unta 
he has been proved guilty’*). . - 

Who, accorrimg to yon. Is the most interesting personality of the 
French RevolufJuu? 

For me, it is not a famous person. Z am more interested in less 
well-known people who were abk to bold power and accomplish a 
considerable number of achievements m a determined period. 

Louis XVI also interests me, for we Japanese have an emperor 
but he is quite unlike Napoleon. Our Japanese emperor repre- 
sents more of an idea or concept of a supreme being and I think 
Louis XVI incarnated this idea of a supreme being. Bat did he 
exist as such in the minds of the French or was he simply a man erf 
power? . . 

Would you have actively participated in the French Revotation, 
if yon had fived in France at that time? 

First of all, I would have to imagine to which social category I 
would have belonged. This is a very interesting question as there 
is a proverb in Japan saying once die food had gone beyond the 
bottom of the throat, it is no longer hot. It means that the 
Japanese forget easily and do hot have a spirit of vengeance. This 
question demands a great effort of imagination, if I had been a 
poor peasant, I *hhA I would not have participated in the 


not tike rigid, collective structures. I tend to flee if I have to 
participate in a movement. Moreover, on. the level of the history 
of Japanese society, there have been many revolts m Japan. But a 
revolt on the scale of tbe French Revolution is unthinkable m 
Japanese society. 

Among the other revolutions which took place in the world, 
which ******* the moat important to you? . , 

For us Japanese, the French Revolution is the most important 
and biggest. But concerning the influence on the future of society, 
the Soviet Revolution had the greatest repercussions. Just after 
the Second Worid War, there was a very strong rivalr y betw een 
communists and liberals in Japan. That is to say that the influence 
of the Soviet Revolution was more cfirect. But on the level or the 
principle, the Flench Revolution is ^=»®t^morteirtane. 

V You often say that you design clothes whkfa nboBdi the 
■naem'BBoe of bdoddiK to a given social category. This is very 

M ft as test saying that the Declaration of theJW^ crfN^is 
very idealistic. And die most idealistic of these airicfesis the first. 
It is almost a lie for 1 deeply befierethatmen are bom tmequal- ^ 
there is any relationship between my 

think it rather ties in liberty and more particularly mthe nbexty of 
choosing one’s dotbes. This is a very dehcate TJJ 

Sestkm people to find out if they 

fewwould reply yes. It is difficult to dress freely and I- 

watoto contribute to this tiberty. ... - mm ? ' 
jhi'T^mtv n f t iTW s meat role hi yet- -pr owflJM Ml activity?.? 
Ab«d53y, first, the act of dressn^dof dK ^ i ?£ ^ 
the tooHjr to <rf Je g 
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A SYMPATHETIC world keeps 
careful watch on elephants, pan- 
i das, whales, whooping cranes, 
I California condors, Uackfooted 

ferrets and other highly visible endan- 
gered species. For scientists, the fates of 
these animals' is of great concern, ami en- 
vtronmenial groups have been able to 
rally parts of tbe public to the cause of 
rescuing them from extinction. 

But biologists complain that despite 
their riutny warnings and efforts over the 
decades, many thousands of more ob- 
scure organisms are disappearing virtu- 
ally unnoticed each year because of the 
ungentle agency of human activity. 

. AgftaJtare. industry and urbanization 
are destro y ing entire ecological systems 
In what Js, by the time scale of biology, a 


Where the Planet Is Losing Its Life Forms 


Mexk» toons a bridge 
between two btogeographie 
regions, as does Indonesia, tt 
has more reptiles than any 
place on earth, Endudlhg 
such threatened exotica as 
■ Kemp's Ridley sea turtle. 


blink of the eye. The greatest rate of loss 
is now occurring where moist tropical for- 
ests, which include the widest range of 
species, are being cut or burned In Latin 
America, Africa' and Asia. To a lesser de- 
gree, clusters of mass extinctions are also 
taking place in marine ecosystems, 
particularly coral reefs, on islands and in 
mountain ranges. * 

As these fragile systems vanish, they 
take with them the animals, plants and 
microorganisms that have evolved within 
their boundaries over millions of years. In 
many cases, these life forms are being de- 
stroyed before they are even identified 


and classified. 

E.O. Wilson, a Harvard biologist and 
expert on species diversity, contends that 
even by the most conservative estimates, 
human activity is causing the greatest 
spasm of extinction since the end of the 
Mesozoic era, 65 million years ago. 

“There Is a biodiversity crisis going on 
now," Dr. Wilson maintained, “and it is 
likely to accelerate without considerable 
effort to avert or moderate it, especially 


in the tropical countries." 

The minimum estimate of the number 
of species that inhabit tropical forests is 
two million. Of those some 4,000 a year are 
becoming extinct. Bui Dr. Wilson stressed 
that both the actual number of species in- 
habiting the forests and the number that 
are disappearing are probably many 
times greater than any estimates. 

In fact, no one knows the full extent of 
the problem because no one knows how 
* many species exist. 5o far. about 1.4 mil- 
lion spdeies have been identified and 
given scientific names. Scientists' 1 esti- 
mates of how many actually exist range 


The seven toward 
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Spectes-ricli natidns 


With ecosystems including 
high Andean peaks and 
valleys and low rain forests. 
Colombia is probably the 
second richest in total 
number of spades after 
Brazil The Choc6 region is 
tee most abundant area for 
plants in the world. Colombia 
has more species of orchids 
and birds than any other 
country. 






“A *■ 


• ‘•V ! * .-vL'C 

■'••w * .1**1 v * '*•' ♦*« 

Kemp’s Ridley , * ‘A . 

turtle ' 

• - 

. Brazil may be hotqg to more 
plant and animal species 
' than any other country. 
Because of economic 
development only about 2 
.percent of the Atlantic forest 
— once about the siza of 
Texas and California - 
combined*— remains. Of the 
21 kinds of primates, 16 live 
nowhere else; of those, 14 
are endangered, including ^ 
the muriquis monkey. 1 




from 5 million to 30 million. 

Biologists say these extinctions "Mil 
have grave effects. For one thing, (hey 
argue that many unknown and disappear- 
ing organisms might have provided food, 
medicine or vita! scientific information. 

Above ail, they say, the destruction of 
species, even those of no practical utility, 
means the loss of diversity that is essen- 
tial to any society. 

By identifying what Russell A. Milter- 
meier. the head of Conservation ‘Interna- 
tional, calls “megadiversuy” countries, 
which have an unusually large number of 
species, biologists say they hope to 
awaken the world to what they regard as 
the loss of the intricate, interconnected 
body of the living planet. 

PHILIP SHABECOFF 


Sumatran orangutan 


Indonesia and its 


surrounding waters form the 
richest and most diverse 


marine and coral reel 


ecosystem on earth. 
Because the country forms a 


land bridge between two vast 

continents.it is rich in 


unusual species, including 
tigers, orangutans and horn 
bills from Asia and birds of 


paradise, tree kangaroos and 
cockatoos from New Guinea 


and Australia. Logging. 


slash-and-burn agriculture 
and Other pressures threaten 
a number of endemic plants 
and animals. The Bali tiger 
and Java tiger are already 
extinct. 








Because it includes so much 
of the continent's rain forest, 
Zaire has more species of 
mammals than any other 
African country. Elephants 
are heavily hunted for their 
Ivory. The last remaining 
horthem white rhinos in tee 
wild live in one of Zaire's 
national parks. 












Separated from the African 
mainland, Madagascar is an 
evolutionary bubble in which 
exotic plant and animal 
spades like the angonoka 
tortoise and the golden - 
b amboo le mur have evolved. 
There are 8,000 known — 
species of plants; 2B of 30 
primates are found nowhere 
else, a situation teat holds for 
many other species. Already 
extinct are the elephant bird, 
two species of giant tortoise, 
a pygmy hippopotamus and a 
type of aardvark. A third of 
the known lemur spedes 
have disappeared since the 
arrival of humans on tee 
island about 1 .500 to 2,000 
years ago. 


Australia has been isolated 
from other ecosystems for a 
long time. It is home to 
unusual animals like the 
platypus. Conservationists 
are especially concerned 
with tee region because it 
includes whole families of 
plants and animals that are 
found nowhere else, 
including a tremendous 
diversity of marsupials. 
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Tasmanian wolf, 
believed to be extinct. 




Golden 
bamboo 
lemur 


Sou res: Conservation International. World WUdlita Fund 


The deadly dust legacy of South African asbestos 


* By Eddie Koch 

JOHANNESBURG, South Afri- 
ca -T- A run-down graveyard in 
the mountain village of Mmafefe 
is just one of the legacies left by 
the mining companies which 
came to fins remote corner of 
South Africa at the turn of the 
century to exploit tbe rare de- 
posits of bine asbestos found 
there. 

No-one has counted how many 
people harve died from the asbes- 
tosis, or lung cancer, caused by 
environmental and occupational 
exposure to asbestos dust in 
South Africa. 

.Brit' the rudimentary 
gravestones in Mmafele — some 
of them made from a mixture of 
cement and asbestos fibre — are 
a macabre indication of tbe dead- 
ly effect the pollution has had in 
parts of the country. 

— 'Mmafefe ties at the' heart, of an 
80-kflometre belt that, running 
through the Strydpoort Mountains 
in the Northern Transvaal, con- 
tains some of the only deposits of 
bine asbestos in the world. The 
only other known reserves of the 
mineral, still prized in the manu- 


facture of insulating and building 
materials, are in the Northern 
Cape, where a number of towns 
and villages have also been left 
with a huge pollution problem. 

The asbestos industry has left 
its mark in other areas of South 
Africa as weD. The country has a 
large number of factories that still 
make brake linings, building 
materials and heaters from asbes- 
tos. Many hardly botheT to 
observe tbe government’s minim- 
al regulations to protect the 
health of workers in these plants. 

Now a range of trade unions, 
community organisations and 
political groups is beginning to 
focus on the environmental and 
occupational hazards of asbestos 
and are mounting campaigns to 
protect the health of their mem- 
bers. 

In the Northern Transvaal, 
mainly black villagers are 
affected — about 20,000 of them. 
In the Northern Cape, there are 
large white and black populations 
who have been exposed to the 
dust In factories, the workers are 
mainly blacks. 

The history of asbestos produc- 
tion in Sooth Africa began when 


the Cape Asbestos Company, be- 
gan mining in tbe Northern Cape 
m the 1880s. It was later joined 
by the Griqualand Exploration 
and Finance Company (GEF- 
CO), a South African firm which 
still operates a number of asbes- 
tos mines. 

Both companies, together with 
smaller operators, expanded' 
from tbe Cape asbestos belt into 
the Northern Transvaal when the 
mineral was dikxivered there in 
1907. 

Mining in both areas was primi- 
tive. Tbe companies supplies 
tools and dynamite while the 
actual mining was undertaken by 
local villagers, who were called 
“freelance tributors". Payment 
was on a piece-work basis — as 
late as 1960 miners in Mmafefe 
were being paid R2.50 (about 
US$1) for every two bags of ore 
collected — and women and chil- 
dren were encouraged to work in 
the mines. 

While men went into the 
mountains to blast out the ore, 
women and children worked at 
the mill sorting the rock, chipping 
the fibres off the stones and. 
packing crashed fibres into hes- 


sian bags. Safety measures were 
non-existent and company re- 
ports from the time refer to 
women packing fibres while their 
babies lay next to them on piles of 
asbestos waste. 

These practices continued into 
the 1970s even though the com- 
panies, by then, were in posses- 
sion of a wealth of medical litera- 
ture which had identified three 
deadly diseases caused by asbes- 
tos dust: asbestosis, which clogs 
tbe airways and scars the tissue of 
the lungs; lung cancer, which 
consists mainly of tumours in the 
lower lobes; and mesothelioma, a 
rare cancer that strangles the lung 
by thidkening the lining around 
the organ. 

■ When the companies left the 
areas in the late-1970s, mainly 
because international campaigns 
to highlight the lethal effects of 
asbestos had undermined de- 
mand overseas, they did not 
bother to dean up behind them. 

Vast dumps were left unco- 
vered next to old mining mills, 
waste from the dumps was used 
to surface gravel roads that ran 
through the villages of the North- 
ern Cape and the Northern 


Transvaal, houses and schools 
were built from brick made out of 
the blue fibres. School play- 
grounds were covered by a thin 
layer of asbestos dust, children 
slid down the old dumps ou 
pieces of cardboard, the rivers 
were polluted with fibres, and 
even the wind that blew through 
tbe villages carried with it the 
dust of death. 

Now more than a decade since 
tbe companies abandoned die 
areas, tbe government has begun 
a R60-million (about USS22-mil- 
lion) programme to cover the 
dumps and dean the asbestos 
waste. 

At tbe same time a range of 
organisations has been working 
to highlight the problem. 

A community-based health 
project in Mmafefe has moni- 
tored dust levels in the village and 
surveyed the extent of disease 
among the villagers. A final 
analysis of the results has not yet 
been released but initial indica- 
tions are that each family has a 
member who has been affected 
by the dust. 

The project will use its findings 
to press demands for a major 


Cinema 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


1) MICHAEL JACKSON 

MOONWALKER 




Tel: 675571 


Cinema 


Only one show irt 3:30 




Shows at 6:15, &30, 10:30 

P M fa Ma accK 330. '630; &30, 1030 pjnJ 


clean-up in tbe area. One prob- 
lem it faces is that old miners 
from the village do not qualify for 
the minimal amounts of compcmsa- 
tion paid by the government for 
occupational chest diseases be- 
cause they were never formally 
on the payroll of a company. 

The National Union of Metal- 
workers of South Africa has 
gjounted a campaign in the Natal 
region of the country to protect 
members from employers in tbe 
brake-lining industry, many of 
whom are flagrantly ignoring dust 
regulations iu their factories. 

Sterne 3,000 asbestos workers 
have been on a four-week wage 
strike to back demands for higher 
wages at four plants, owned by 
the Swiss-based Evcrite group, 
thar makes building materials. 

Their union, the Construction 
and Allied Workers 'Union 
(BAMCWU) organises workers 
at the GEFCO-owned Penge 
mine in the Eastern Transvaal 
and has ran a four-year campaign 
to educate villagers in the area 
about the environmental dangers 
of asbestos dust. 

— Panos features. 
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AMMAN (Agt~c:?2; — Tiise CsatrsS Saak of Jordan 
(CBJ) T h^rsilc.j c-rasrsa Css larger of two local 


erge Petra 
Gulf Bank 




To iir.olccieai the acrccr dcci- 



Pciro Sank and Jordan 3u!f 
Bank, appointed temporary man- 
agers at both '•■Kris and inde- 
finitely vjsrend.’i dtniirv; in thrr 
share? on .mman Sicc.t nr.- 
chnr.^c. 

The merger hns been decided 
“‘with r*. viev. - to reitnx-crir-j tne 
capita! c" both ranks in l vay 
ifcitt rvi!l ensure the s^renaihefilzig 
of ihc capiial tcccunrs of the new 
basik ~nd ir. creese Its Iracidiiy 
position, in order to er. tb’e it te 
enter nev.* investm.ei't averues. 


which large scale economies will 
zr.cke available as well as meet 
the requirements of international 
banking transactions ,’’ the CBJ 
statement said. 

The statement said the merger 
aimed at maintaining monetary 
slsbiliiy in the Kingdom and 
rationalising the credit policy in 
ihe banking system. 

It said operating procedures 
and internal auditing systems 
we u?d be modern Lsed as art of the 
new banks reorganisation. 

Jordan has 16 commercial 
banks, including six foreign ones. 

C33 has appointed a new man- 
ngeiTient committee to supervise 


the adminis tration of both banks. 
The committee consists of Mr. 
Waiid Asfour as chairman, Dr. 
Jawad Anani as deputy chairman, 
Mr. Bassam Attari as committee 
member and general manager of 
Petra Bank, Mr. Wahd Khairal- 
lah as committee member and 
general onager of Jordan Gulf 
Rank an d Mr. Ahmad Abdul 

Fattah and Dr. Ahmad Chalabi 
as committee members. 

“Both banks will be conducting 
business as usual and without 
interruption Saturday under their 
new management and with full 
attention to' meeting the require- 
ments of their customers,** the 
CBJ statement said. 

- “The intention is to strengthen 
the banking system in Jordan,” 
Attari, the new manager at Petra 
Bank told Reuters. ‘Timber me- 
asures might be expected to 


reorganise small, inefficient in- 
stitutions.” 

Asked if Petra Bank bad li- 
quidity problems, be said, “it’s 
nothing serious, just normal shor- 
tages any bank might have- * 

He said CBJ or inter-bank 
funds might be needed to cover 
shortages but deposits -were safe 
and milli ons of dinar s would be 
ready to meet demand whei* 
banks reopen Saturday. 

“We are taking all the mea- 
sures needed and we are sure the 
whole measure would raise confi- 
dence in the bank,” he said. “It is 
a serious policy of reorganising 
the financial system of the coun- 
try,”’ Attari said 

He said the supervisory com- 
mittee had orders to expedite the 
merger swiftly and said he ex- 
pected die new bank to open in a 
few months with a capital of not 
less than JD 10 minion. 




le convertibility plan 


NEW YORK [*?■ — ;^?.k:ng 

f.v Sevier rjb ? .' 5 rite -j useful 
v r-rld currency tenure “far- 
rc-cchiaa refcr-T-s :l tr:- Soviet 
c jonors'C sv?'e~." according tc c 
re pert to Kireev by i pur el of 
Se vl.jz i-p * 3 7 '"j}i irr ssroliur*. 

The fe5c.igc report rrier.ssd 
Thursday '■•■.is .io-ecr.t by Sc-iet 
officials who lt: searching for 
v*nys to bring their rigid. i?n?x- 
cjcrive ee .irony ; n-o :he ”.odem 
world of trade apd n nance. 

“I hooe that jfcfa Sr scjcsthinsi 
ibsi is :o be czrefjliy locked at. 
Y/e hope to d'V.riejte i: v-ide!y ic 
five Soviet Union,” Vladimir 
Popov, one o? the Sc*viei partiri- 
par.ts. s red ;r. ? id or hot. e >n-er- 
view. 

i iie report vzs referred the 
Ce-er.OT.ws Ir/.U-./e :VrJ: ir-r-r. in 
Kklb!sb;.ry. Y.rv:r.. th: r-.-;c.i- 
ir ’ r ! r.cc f-.-r T ';e -rr.c:. wVch vts 
hi i:n of i .v \;:r* Terr, .he 
Ihilicc Car.: :)z, 5vjr.ee 


r.r.d the Soviet Union. 

Because the ruble cannot be 
freely exchanged for dollars, yea, 
marks end other Western curren- 
cies. it has vdtually no value 
outside the Soviet Union. 

Making the ruble convertible 
v»?Usd permit expanded trade 
*r!ih the V/est and impose a mar- 
ks* discipline on inefficient Soviet 
cz terp'rises, in keeping with the 
perestroika campaign of Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

It niso would encourage more 
foreign investment in the Soviet 
Union, leading to a transfer of 
technology from the West. West- 
ern business executives favour it 
because they feel it would open a 
huge untapped market for their 
goods and sendees. 

.. L.e panel proposed a five-step 
pian for achieving fall convertibil- 
ity of the ruble, possibly by as 
veriy as the year 20C0. 

3kI it no;ed that ‘the obstacles 


to even a partial convertibility of 
the ruble are daunting. “It could 
rripper spiralling inflation, cause 
shortages, throw people out of 
work and exacerbate differences 
between rich and poor, the panel 
said. 

Although the Soviet Council of 
Foreign Ministers last December 
ordered up a plan for partial 
convertibility of the ruble, begin- 
ning with a 50 per cent devalua- 
tion this coming Jan.l, many 
observers believe the concept 
could inn afoul of internal poli- 
tics. 

‘Td say that the odds of a plan 
that would get the Soviet Union 
to meaningful convertibility being 
adopted are probably 50-50, in 
the foreseeable future,” said 
Josef C. Bra da, an Arizona State 
University professor who fed the 
Vermont panel. 

As a Gist step toward converti- 
bility, the panel said hard West- 


ern currencies should be sold to 
the highest bidding state enter- 
prise instead of allocated by cen- 
tral planners, as is currently 
done. After that, it said, the 
auction should be broadened to a 
wider range of state enterprises. 

In a third phase, cooperatives, 
private enterprises and Soviet- 
Western joint ventures should be 
allowed to bid for hard currencies 
in an open auction, which gra- 
dually would turn into a genuine 
foreign-exchange market, the 
panel said. 

Households would be allowed 
to own foreign currencies in a 
fourth phase, although the gov- 
ernment could maintain a two- 
tier exchange rate. Finally, fore- 
igners would be given the right to 
exchange rubles freely. 

The official exchange rate for 
the ruble is about 51.60 bin the 
black market rate ranges from 40 
cents to as little as 9 cents to the 
ruble. 
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ClzlCAGD { AP) — Prosecutors 
say losses suffered by victims of 
Uie iiieg 2 l schemes that resulted 
ir» charges against traders at Chi- 
cago's futures markets were agni- 
Gs:Et, but at least two investors 
etpr^esad surprise to learn they 
had been bilked. 

Tke exchanges, still feeling the 
siing of indictments against 46 
traders Wedneday, took steps 
Thursday to implement tougher 
rales and penalties and increase 
scrutiny of the trading floor. 

The head of the Chicago Mer- 
caaliie exchange said the mea- 
sures were intended “to put the 
fear of God into the mem- 
bership.” 

The Chicago Board of Trade 
took out full-page advertisements 
in Friday’s editions of several 
orrspapers, including the New 
Vc rk Times and the Washington 
?oji. In them, the exchange 
promises to investigate all reports 
of wrongdoing and take disriplin- 
arv action against those found 

rn ':i^, 

- 

Fourteen of the traders 


charged 'already have agreed to 
plead guilty and cooperative with 
investigators, according to gov- 
ernment sources who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

David Neisler of El Paso, Illi- 
nois, identified in the indictments 
as one of the customers victi- 
mised by the illegal trading prac- 
tices, said Thursday, “I don’t 
know what to make of the whole 
thing.” 

Neisler said he has used futures 
markets for nearly 20 yean as a 
hedge against his investment in 
the soybean crop he grows on 
part of a 1,500-acre (607-faectare) 
family farm. 

“I don’t suppose m know how 
modi is gone until this goes 
through trial,” Neisler said. “But 
it’s like somebody telling you that 
got gypped when you bought 
clothes at the department store 
not too long ago. and not telling 
you much else. 

“You don’t know how much, 
you don’t why, you just know 
you've been gypped,” he said. 


Peter GerUkas t another inves- 
tor identified in the indictments, 
said he lost $6,000 in a year arid 
had heard talk of illegal trading 
activities from friends at the 
board of trade. 

‘Td beard rumours, but I 
traded through a reputable com- 
pany and I didn’t figure riife 
would touch me,” said Geriikas, 
a 31-year-old who runs a string of 
small businesses from his home in 
the northwest Chicago suburb of 
Palatine. 

“Looking back now, I ahve no 
real way of knowing how much, if 
any, of the 56,000 was taken 
through illegal trades,” he said. 

Both exchanges sought to start 
cleaning up the problems 
Thursday. 

“This integrity of the markets 
and public confidence in them is 
out highest priority,” Leo 
Melamed, chairman of the Mere’s 
executive committeee, said at a 
news conference. “If we falter in 
this responsibility, we will lose 
the right of self-regulation.'’ 
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MOSCOW IAP) — The Soviet 
Union's European breadbasket is 
crewing a bumper crop, but shor- 


:r charge of agriculture, said in a 
£ :sviet television interview late 
Wednesday that such key fanning 
areas as the Ukraine, Byelor- 
ussia. Moldavia, and the Krais- 
nodar, Stavropol and Rosotov 
regions of southern Russia are 
locking forward to a bumper har- 
vest. 

5oviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
l-cchev has been tinkering with 
inefficient, state-run farm sys- 
‘.sm since taking power four years 
e.go. A good growing season 
could give him the kind of sorely 
needed victory that has eluded his 
-■jferm efforts. 


Newpapers follow the grain 
harvest, which is just getting into 
full swing, nearly every day with 
front-page stories. The govern- 
ment newspaper Izvestia on July 
19 cited reports of ‘‘high, and in 
some places record harvests.” 

Ligachev said the breadbas- 
ket’s good crop could offset a 
serious drought in grain-growing 
regions of Siberia and Kazakh- 
stan, and die chronic struggle 
with spare parts and fuel for 
combines, and storage. 

The U.S. Department of Agri- 
culture, which closely follows the 
Soviet grain crops, estimates that 
the harvest will be about 210 
million tons, on a par withl986 
and 1987, and better than fast 
year's harvest of 195 million tons. 
Last year's crop was damaged by 
a dry growing season, then damp 
weather slowed harvesting. 

In story after story. Izvestia has 


bumper 

assured 

warned that a good crop doesn’t 
guarantee a good harvest. The 
official government newspaper 
ended a biting July 31 piece on 
the shortage of parts for com- 
bines in the Ukraine and Russian 
with the observation the harvest 
is so inefficient that “the more 
you grow, the more yon lose.” 

Another story said fuel for the 
combines was in short supply 
throughout the Ukraine. 

Ligachev said the Soviet Union 
loses 30 per emit of its harvest 
because of poor processng, and 
cited conclusions by Dutch spe- 
cialists dm Soviet food proces- 
sing is decades behind Western 
methods. 

A Western diplomatic who spe- 
cialises in Soviet agricultural poli- 
cy said the improved crop 
appeared to a result of good 
weather rather than reform. 
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Iran, India settle loan dispute 

NICOSIA, Cyprus (AP) — Iran and India settled a 
Thursday over a loan made to die Indian seel organisation by 
Tehran in 1974, the Islamic Republic News Agency (IRNA) 
reported. The agency, monitored m Nicosia, said that India has 
agreed to repay die loan with interest in theform of raw materials 
for the Ahvaz Steel Complex in the Western province of 
Khuzestan. The agreement, over the $255 minio n loan, was signed 
in Tehran by visiting Indian Finance Secretary G.K. Arena and 
Iran’s deputy minister of economic and finanaal affairs, Mabdi 
Nawab. IRNA quoted Anna as saying dm the settlement ended 
an impasse which had caused unhappiness to both rides. Nawab 
said all of Iran’s claims wffl be repaid by the year 1993, IRNA 
reported. 

Brazil parties to back debt moratorium 

BRASILIA, Brazil (AP) — Thirteen major political parties say 
they w33 back emergency measures to reduce Brazil's 5122-billion 
foreign debt, including a new suspension of payments.- In a 30-point 
document issued Thursday, the party leaders urged President Jose 
Samey to negotiate a reduction of both debt principal and interest 
with international creditors. “If an accord with creditors cannot be 
reached, the government will have the political hacking to declare 
an immediate suspension of payments,” the document said. Brazil, 
with the developing world's largest debt, is negotiating an 
economic agreement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
that will allow die country to receive more than $4 billion in new 
loans. Banks have balked at giving new money to Brazil, which is in 
finajj riai straits with 1,000 per cent annual inflation. But die 
country needs new money to meet an interest bill of $23 btflion 
due in September. Party leaders supported Sarney’s decision in 
early July to suspend debt interest payments to keep the country’s 
money reserves above “an adequate level.” Brazil paid less than 
half the $812 million doe between June 30 and July 3 to foreign 
governments, according to the central book. 

Argentine mint employees arrested 

BUENOS AIRES, Argentina (AP) — Employees at Argentina's*) 
national mint apparently made illegal copies of austral, notes and 
provincial bonds in a scheme > that may have netted milli ons of 
dollars, officials said Thurstlay. Economy Minister Nestor 
Rapanelli said it was too soon to say how much money was 
involved. Six people were being questioned in the scheme, accord- 
ing to Federal Judge Carlos Branca. The first arrests were made 
Monday and disclosed two days later. Branca said the scheme may 
have begun as far back as 1987, and was discovered' earlier, this, 
year. The investigation was being conducted by the state intelli- 
gence service and the federal police. The independent news agency 
Diarios y Notidas, citing government sources it did not identify, 
said mint employees stole paper and chemicals to print copies of 
legitimate bills and bonds. The scheme came to light when diSerent 
provincial bonds bearing the same certification numbers were 
discovered. 

Pemex says Far East oil prices down 

MEXICO CITY (AP) — The price of Mexican crude ofl sold in the 
Far East fell by four cents a barrel in July, the government 
petroleum monopoly Pemex said Thursday. The Isthmus-type 
erode oil sold in Asia for S16 a barrel compared with 516.04 a 
barrel in Jane, while its Maya crude sold for $1335 a barrel 
compared with 513.39 in June. Pemex sells all its oil by contract- 
and about 11 per cent of its exports go to the Far East The United 
States is its biggest customer. 

. • • , - V • . 

No accord in Mitsui-lran talks . 

TOKYO (R) — Mitsui and the National. Jzaman, OS .Company 
(NIOC) reached no agreement on the stalled Iran- Japan petroche- 
mical project in recent high-level talks, a Mitsui spokesman has 
said. He said M.H. Rahbari, deputy managing director of lthe 
Iranian company, returned to Iran after showing a softer stance 
toward an early settlement on the issue. The plant site at the Gulf 
coast city of Bandar Khomeini was hit by Iraqi air raids during the 
eight-year Iran -Iraq war. Japanese firms, led by Mitsui, and NIOC 
have invested a total of 600 billion yen ($4.4 biffion) in the project. 
Rahbari and Hiroshi Watada, president of Iran Chemical Develop- 
ment Co., Japan’s investment unit in the joint group, confirmed 
that the amount Mitsui would have to pay in case of liquidation of 
the project was a key to speedy settlement, the spokesman said. 
Mitsui has told the Iranians it wants to wind up die 50-50 joint 
venture project in a “friendly separation,” pointing out that 
resumption of work on the complex was not financially justifiable. - 
Iran has hinted it might agree to abandon the project. 

Eastern signs $210 m sales pact 

MIAMI ( AP) — Eastern Airlines plans to seek federal bankruptcy 
court approval of an agreement to sell routes, gates and aircraft to 
Midway Airlines for £210 milli on. The agreement is part of the 
Miami-based carrier’s strike recovery plan, the companies 
announced Wednesday. Eastern plans to seek die approval within 
10 days. The sale involves gates at Philadelphia International 
Airport and Eastern routes from Philadelphia to Montreal and 
Toronto. The deal also indndes operating slots at Washington’s 
National Airport and New York’s Laguardia Airport, 16 DC-9 
jetliners with spare engines and parts. Eastern has begun a 
restructuring that indndes the sale of $1.8 billion in assets, 
including the sale to the Chicago-based Midway, to emerge from 
bankruptcy court as a smaller carrier. The two carriers reached a 
tentative agreement on the package in mid-June, about six weeks 
after die disabling strike by Eastern machinists forced the carrier to 
file for financial reorganisation. Midway arranged the financing for 
a closing this fail 


FOR SALE 

Suzuki SJ 410, 1984, 70000 km, very good condition, duty 
unpaid. 

IBM PS2 model 50 with accessories Sony music system,, 
etc. 

Please contact Tel: 667474 


First floor apartment at U m Uthina 150 sq.m consists of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, salon, dining room & 
sitting room. Fitted carpet- and light fitting throughout 
Centrally 'heated. 

Rent JD 1,800. 

Contact 816228 2 p.m. - 5 p-m. 


REQUIRED 

AN ELECTRONIC ENGINEER 

Jordanian company require an electronic engineer with work 
experience in tne field of PABX maintenance of not less than 7 
years to work as manager of the maintenance section with 
prospects of status improvement • 

Please write in confidence with all supporting evi- 
dence and expected remuneration to P.O. Box 925849 
Amman, Jordan. . 


cemtanattoti of. Jsssonk tojt. 
mafi, ooevec deregolatioa, slop- 
py govenmicatsupcrvisfonaud 
sometimes poor cr inwhdm 

management- . _f. ...... 

■ The Bush adumjEiiratlba and 


Compromise readied over 
bailout of U.S. savings 
and loans Industry . 

WASHINGTON (AP) — ; Ptes^ r ■ *n»e indariiy^kj^f iaveb^n 
dent George Bash’s a dmims fra- 
tion reached a compro arise 
Thursday nigh t with congKJSWB- 
al negotiators on paying for a 
S159-bfflkmbaflQmof the sa vings 
and loan industry, the l argest - . 
ffrntmi-rai rescue in U.S- histor y* - . 

The ao mp roaasc was reached 
after a. aeries of ^‘P 80 ^? : 
velopments in which . Bush 

threa tene d to veto tirts b2L the 

Denrocratic-crmtrolled House = ■ 
i gno red him ia a 221-199 vote m 
favour of it and Senate Demo- 
crats fell aix votes short of 
mustering the 60 needed to coni* 
piece action. 

The Senate’s finhne automati- 
cally tossed the bffi bade into ft 
House-Senate conference com- 
mittee, which locked up tbc com- 
promise deal. Approval is ex- 
pected by the foil Senate, and 
then the House. 

Treasury Secretafy fficbolas F. 

Brady and White House Budget 
Director Richard JDarcn&n 
a cc e p te d a compromise proposal 
splitting the cost of the bailout so 
teat only 40 per cent of the $9) 

tdIBon needed would increase tte 

federal deficit immediately. 

The deal caDs for the treasury 
to borrow $20 bfihon this year, 
raising foe estimated deficit from 
$149 bUHon to $169 bUBoo^ and 
borrowing by a new agency to 
raise the $30-b3bon balance next ' 
year and the year after without 
counting that in the official de- 
ficit. 

“Obviously we’ve only had an 
opportunity to make a. quick re- 
view, but based on that review... 
in the spirit of which -the presi- 
dent sent us here,, which was one 
of compromise, we accept,” 

Brady said. 

The co m p ro n as e wasqmroved 
on a 26*22 vote among House 
members erf the conference com- 
mittee. 

Afl of the money would be 
used to dose some 500 insolvent 
savings and loans — the bulk of 
them m Texas — and pay off 
saves whose federally insured de- 
posits were lost through ..failed 
and often fraudulent loans. 

The bill also would institute a' 
major overhaul of the goyem- 
• meat ’s regulation of the. nations 
nearly 3,000 thrifts and require 
‘ their owners to put billions of 
dollars more of their own money 
at risk. 


ioog ago on '-tife-boSfcver the 
legislation directing an^ overhaul 
erf the industry's structure aod 
regulatkmia an elfort » prmrew 
a rreconence of the crisis. 

But a coafrtmfation OYeir fas 
finandBghadtfare a t eo iedtotrasfa 
.foe deal. ■’ ;. ... . / ; _ 

With savmg» arid Jourlotau 
mounting at a rate of 520 mffion 
to $30 roffikm a day, both , the . 
ftdmhristra iiQp ftnd mag resnut d i 
leaders were a damant m tiieh 
demands that the fix be approved 
before the- vacation recess. -^: 

Before Thursday night, the 
admm&jration had toasted that 
all of the baikeit's costs be raised 
through 30-year bonds issued m»t- 
side the normal treasury tatroiriag 
process — and outside the official 
deficit . _. 

Meanwhile the government 
said Thorsday th&t its driei eco- 
nomic forecasting gauge fall in 
lone for die fourth time in five 
months, providing fresh evidence 
that the U.S. ccowMny is entering 
a period of slnggjsh growth. 

The Commerce Department's 
index, of leading economic indica- 
tors dipped 01 per cent in June. 
While the amount of the decline 
was small, the weakness was 
widespread, with seven of the 
index’s 11 .mdrtidtiBl indicators 
flashing /negative signals. 

The small decline had been 
by analysts, who ass 
_ whether the economy’s 
slowdown will worsen into reces- 
sfori. 

Traditionally, the signal for an 
economic downturn has been 
three consecutive monthly de- 
clines in. the leading index. The 
index, however, rose in April, 
breaking the string of declines. 

foFtehn^fy^d%^dMhraR« 
0.6 per cent in April before 
plunging 13 per cent in May. 
That was the biggest one-month 
setback once late 1987 following 
the stock market crash in October 
of the year. . 


AMMAN EXCHANGE BATES 


US. dollar 
Found Sxeiling 
Deobdaemaifc 
Swiss banc 


Thursday, 
Central Bank 

mr s«a 

573.4 579.4 

952.4 961.9 
307.7 312.8 
3609 364.5 


3, I9» 

official rates 

fttsdt banc 91.4 . 923 

Japanese ytsi (for J00) 4213 425.5 
Drtehgmkfcr 2743 2773 

Swedish c row n 90.4 913 

Unban lka (for 100) 43.1 43,5 

Belgian banc (foe 10) 1483 1493 


Lomon 

EXCHANGE BATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 

leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 

the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Friday. 

One Sterling 

1.6345/55 

U.S. dollars 

One U.S. dollar 

1.1735/45 

Canadian dollar 


1.8758/65 

Deutschemaxfcs 


24169/76 

Dutch guilders 


1.6142/52 

Swiss francs 

_ 

39.27/30 

Belgian francs 


6.3550/600 

Ereneb francs 


1351/1352 

Italian lire 


137.80/90 

Japanese yen 


6.4150/200 

Swedish crowns 


6.8920/70 

Norwegian crowns 


7.9230/80 

Danish crowns 

Ope ounce of gold - 

371-50/372JJ0 

U.S. dollars . . 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


By Reuters 

‘ ’ ■ r 

SYDNEY — - The rally on the Share Market contin u ed with prices 
doting higher due to overseas buying and underlying confidence. 
The All Ordinaries Index dosed up 63 at 1,670.9. 

TOKYO — Share-juices dosed mixed in very thin trading, aft** 
finguishmg in negative territory all day as most institutions quit 
early. The Nfttos feU 31X2 to 34,741.99. . • . 

HONG KONG — Rumours that senior C hinese leader Deng 
Xmoping’s health is failing sent Hong Kong*s Hang Seim Index 
tumbling to end 55.51 points lower at 2^79.07 despite a late 
■bounce. 

SINGAPORE — Share prices closed lower across the baord on 
late selling and profit-taking foflowing a shahp fall in Hong Kong. 
The Straits Times Industrial Index fell 1053 points to tinish at 
1,349.18. 

BOMBAY — - After a sharp fall fas week, - prices recovered 
moderstefy an shart-covamg spumed by hopes that state-owned 

ilMtitiifiiYnc vrailH mnv.w thAn- Irnn.'.. P »- p ' r- __ 


rup e es to 525. 

FRANKFORT Strong demand for lag chemicals underpinned 
shares and poshed prices higher across the board. The Real-Time 
3&-Share Da* Index jumped and closed at .149030, a rise of 
15.42. ■ . ■ 

ZURICH — Swiss luireprkts reanrered from earlier szzzafl losses 
to dose mixed on average volume. The All-Share Swiss Perform- 
ance Index rose 0.3 point ‘to 1,I79.6: : 


PARIS — Shares eased slmtitiy in gctterally unamawed 
with few feature s interest the market at nndday. The 50-Sfaare 
Pi ice Indicatin' was 0J per cent easier at mkjsessian. 

LONIXW — Share pdeef’ were bekwthe da^*s best levels as Wall 
Street opened loweron thebactof falls in the U.S. bond ***** 
Al-1615 GMT the FlSE mdex 21pauus np at 2327.3. 

NEW YORK. — U-S, bine 'Chips (dipped lower as a rally, in 
technology stocks rased. The Dow was down five at 2,656. 
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hardfor 

LOS ANGELES (AF> - Janet 
Evans npms bigger and cfron? 
jcr at nu U.S. tw mnnrag dam » 
pionships than she did when she 
wp three paid TTwiq^ ipu t wgj 
the Seoul Olympics. 

Now if the 17-year-old, *21 
cbeecfol as always, could just act 
some meaningful competition. 

Evans won the 4QG-metre irnfi- 
VKtoal medleyTwesday byneariy 
seconds. On Wednesday, 
Ac was only slightly more chal- 
lenged, winning the 4G(kneter 
freestyle by almost five seconds. 
Her time of 4:06.73 was needy: 
three seconds slower than' her 
world record, but stiff the 
time in the world this year.And it 
broke the pool reemrd of 4:07.10 
by Tiffany Cohen in the-1984 


"It felt slower than a 4:06,” she 
said. “I need competition to break 
the world record. Ifs tough to 
swim fast when there’s no one 
near yon. 

"I jtat felt like I was going 
through mgbt laps.” " 

Evans was on a pace to break 
her world record of 4:03.85, bnt 
fell off that pace by the 300-metre 
mark. And th at iHiwir^^ her 
current dilemma. 

“I always swim faster when I 
have competition,” Evans said. 


Tfi kind of ha rdto swim just 
against the dock;”. - 

Evans’ victories hex&hsvB put 
her on the U.S. team jfar the pm 
Paefficgames in Tokyo and a dual 
meet against die Soviets in Atlan- 
ta, botirlattfthis month, 

“I think Xm still getting bet- 
ter," she said. “Tin, training just 
as hard as I £d la* year^I toW 
all the- competition m die Olym- 
pics. It makes me swim faster." 

“That's what happened in the 
400-metre freestyle finals . at 
Seoul. East Germany's TfaitB 
Friedrich had never been beaten 
in major competiiioii, but Evans 
cane an in the last 100 metres 
and wm die race, lowerira hex 
world record to 4.’03.S5. Hc&c 
was Beoond m 4:05.94. 

“At, the Olympics, I thought 
(Friedrich) was still there," 
Ev ans said. “In the last 25 metres 
I realised,"'.' “Gee, .she's not 
there.* 

"T had. hear there! I didn’t have 
her here." 

Evans bolds world records in 
the 400,' 1PP and 1,500 freestyle, 
and the American made in the 
400 hKhvidnal medley. 

Evans is growing; she’s Sfoot-6 
and 110 pounds (50 kilogram- 
me). And she’s growing ,np.. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES OOREN 
AND OtlAR SHARIF 

CUn Tribune Media Smtoea. fc 


ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

*AKQ6 995 OAKJ3 #J63 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North .East ' 

10 Pasa 1 9 Pass 

? 

What do yon lad now? 

A. — It’s a difficult decision. Rule, 
out two spades— you aren't quite 
good enough to guarantee gamp. 
That leaves a slightly imperfect two 
no-trump or an underbid of one 
spade. We prefer one spade because 
we don’t believe game can be made 
uniMt partner can bid again, and we 
surely don’t warn to bypass -such a 
strong four-card major. 

■ # 

QJ2— As Sooth, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*KJ63 : 9 AIM 6 AXIS' *87 
What is your opening bid? . 

A.— The stricture that you needed 
at least Q z in your doubleum rim to 
open the bidding with one no trump 
has long gone by the boards. If . you 
don't open this 16-pmnt hand with 
1 NT, you’ll never be able to de- 
scribe it properly. 

QJ — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4XQ73 9A106 0AKJ5 *81 
The bidding has proceeded: . 

South West North '.East' 

1 NT Pass 2 * Pni .. 

? - 

What action do you take? 

A.— While partner could be broke, 
be could also have some 6-7 paints, 
and that could be enough to- give 
you play for game. Tell partner you 
have a maximum no trump with ex- 
cdknt spade support by rawing to 
three spades. That leaves the deci- 
sion to bid game to him. • 

Q .4— Neither vulnerable, as South 


you hold: 

*KQ73 9 AIM 0AXJ5 *87 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 NT Pass 3 # Pass 

? .. 

What do you bid now? 

A. — You don’t know whether part- 
ner^ Interested in game or dam. All 
you can do for the moment is pass 
along the good news that you have a 
muT im nm uo trump opener with ex- 
cellent su p p ort for his suit. You ac- 
onmpRsh that by making yOUT 
cheapest cue-bid— four diamonds. 

Q.5— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: ' 

*95 9KQ73 OAKJ5 *AJ6 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1NT Pass 2* Past 

What action' do -yon take? 

A. — Even though you have a man- 
mum one no (rump opening bid, 
there is a glaring flaw— no support 
for partner’s suit. At no tramp, 
partner’s hand might not produce 
much, for you. Pass. 

Q.6— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold; 

*83 9AQ42 0AK3 *J94 

The bidding has p roceeded: 

North East South West 

1* 2* ? 

What action do you take? 

A.— You could easily have the best 
hand at the -table, yet your side 
might not have a playable game. A* 
against that, we do not see how East 
can come to eight tricks in fight of 
partner’s vulnerable opening bid. 
We would double. (If we were play- 
ing negative doubles, wiv would have 

to take the same action becau s e 
partner might not be able to reopen) 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 


HAWtiSTS* 



1 bought a hair crimper! How does 
ftteelto be married to the 
hippest hubby in town?" 


THAT SCfMMUED-WORD GAME 
, by Hand Arnold and Bob Laa 


Unscramble ttwsa four Jumttes, f 
one letter to each aquar* to form * 
four ordinary words. - 


□ 

MNCX 

DJ 



SF 

4 v J 

□i 





■■ 

■■ 

39 


m 

ftHJgIM 


■ 

■ 

mm 

39 



ITflf 

IkfaU 

ism. 


mm 


HER CHOICE OP. ' 
HU OPANP 5 HOWE O 
BETTER TASTE , 
THAN THUS. 


Now arrange the circiad MM to 
fcxm tha aurprtaa answur, at aug- . 
gsstod by the above cartoon. - ; 


Answer here: 


T YY y "Y Y Y 1 

-A- ^ 


Yoatorda/aJ 


(Answers tomorrow) 

jumbMc LADLE PROXY AUBURN CATCHY 
Armw; ftnms sataJi who make ttwarMng on water 


Bottom do thto^TOUOtfTON 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


BORG PUTS UP CASH FOR AILING COMPANY: 

v Sweden’s former teams ace Bjorn Borg wID pot np the cash to pay 
tiie debts of bis ailmgfashion company, thepresident of tbe firm 
said in Stockholm Wednesday. “Bjorn Bora tins personally 
promised to meet the company’s debt,** Stig Sjoblom, president 
of Bjorn Bozg Design Group, said in a statement. Bnt last week’s 

- dedtioa to dose tbe Scandinavian operation bad not changed. 
Bora 33. announced last week he would dose the Scandinavian 
division of tbe do thing empire be built from Cash and feme wm 
in a tennk career daring winch he woo tbe Wimbledon cham- 
. pfonship five times. Makers at Bjom Borg Invest AB, which 

controls his Scandinavian interests, then called in liquidators to 
see if the c ompany could be saved from financial collapse. 
Sjoblom did not say how modi money was owing or bow much 

- Bora would have to pay. (R) 

JAPAN BEATS TAIWAN 54 FOR WORLD YOUTH 

- CHAMPIONSHIP: Japan scored three runs in the foortb inning 
to beat Taiwan 5-4 and win the fast world Youth Baseball 
Championship Thursday in Tokyo. T railing 5-2 with one out in 
the bottom of the mom, Taiwan scored twice an Chen Qring- 
Kno’s solo homer and Wu Qnm-Liang’s double, bat fell short. 
Japan's Takashi Shxozaki, who allowed 12 hits over 6 1-3 intimw 
against Taiwan for tbe victory, was chosen the tournament’s most 
valuable player. He finished with a 3-0 record. China defeated 
South Korea 4-3 for third place in the right-nation tournament for 
players between 13 and 15-year-old. China’s pitchers Gao Lijnn 
ana Jiang Xiaoyn limited the Koreans to five lots in Tokyo's Jingo 

FITTIPALDI WANTS SECOND MARLBORO 500: Emer- 
son Fittipaldi wfll be battling history as well as fellow Indy car 
drivers Sunday in the ninth annua l Marlboro 500 at Michigan 
International Speedway. He won the event in 1985, and no driver 
has won it twice. Fittipaldi has four victories, two seconds and a 
third tins season and has a 29-point lead over second-place Rick 
Meats in his bid to join Mario Andretti as the only drivers to win 
the Formula One and cart driving titles. The 42-year-old native of 
Sao Paolo, Brazil, has roared to the top of the cart-PPG Indy car 
■world series st anding s is a chevy-powered PC-18 owned by U.E. 
Patrick and sponsored by Marlboro. (AP) 

DRUG TESTING INEFFECTIVE^ INQUIRY HEARS: 

Drug-testing programmes for amateur athletes at sports competi- 
tions have proven largely ineffective and should be replaced by 
random testing, a C a n adia n go ve rnm ent inquiry heard in Toronto 
Wednesday, m an exchange with Dr. Robert Dugal, head of a 
major doping-control laboratory in Montreal, inquiry commis- 
sioner justice Charles Dubin said tests at international events had 
failed to deter athletes using performance-enhancing drugs. 
“We’ve had cases where we know the athlete’s been on anabolic 
steroids for years... and been tested time and time a gain and 
they’re negative because they’re able either to mask it or to 
ar cu m vent it or to dear it from the system long enough before the 
games itself,” Dubin said. Disgraced sprinter Ben Johnson has 
already admitted to the inquiry that he took steroids for years 
before last September’s Seoul Olympics where he was stripped of 
his 100 metres gold medal after testing positive for steroid use. 
Dugal, whose International Olympic Committee-accredited 
laboratory in Montreal handles testing for the Sports Medicine 
Conned of Canada, acknowledged the need for change. He said 
in-competition testing ‘Is the best tiring that we could do up to 
now, but there was a gradual realisation in the 1980s that only the 
careless or the ill-aavised get caught...” 

SOTOMAYOR SAYS EARNINGS WILL GO TO CUBAN 
SPORTS: Cuban high jumper Javier Sotomayor, who set a 
world record of eight feet (2.44 metres) tins past weekend, said he 
will turn over all his prize earnings to Cuban sports. “I will accept 
anv invitation to compete internationally but I will donate any 
pratf money tD~Caban sports,” ~Sotomayor said in a published 
interview Wednesday with tbe San Juan daily El Nuevo Dia. 
Sotomayor beat his own record of 7.97 feet (2.43 metres) 
Saturday, at the central American and Caribbean Amateur 
Athletic championship games. “You can’t jump eight feet every 
day, so Pm not sure TH be able to improve that record in the next 
co mp et i t i ons,” Soto ma yor said. Johnny Osorio, secretary of the 
Puerto Rican Athletics Federation, told the Associated Press that 
Sofpmayor’s record has earned him invitations to meets in the 
United States, starting Sunday at the University of California in 
Los Angeles. Sotomayor said he win donate any prize money to 
the Cuban Amateur Athletics Federation. “I think Sotomayor is 
in tire category (of athletes) whose federation wffl receive 
between $10,000 and $15,000 for international competitions,” 
Osorio said. (AP) 

YUGOSLAV STAR PETROVIC DENIES SUING REAL 
MADRID: Yugoslav basketball star Drazen Petrovic in Zagreb 
Thursday denied reports he was string his team Real Madrid for 
not releasing him to play in the National Basketball Association 
(NBA). Petrovic, 25, voted best player of this year’s European 
championship which Yugoslavia won, said reports that he was 
siring Real for $10 million were untrue. “I don’t know anything 
about that,” he said. "Not only am I not suing Real, but I showed 
up at their first tr aining session of the new season Wednesday.” 
Petrovic was drafted by tbe NBA’s Portland Trail Blazers three 
years ago and renewed his contacts with the team last month, 
although his two-year contract with Real still has one year to run. 
(R) 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Horanc* C. Arftar 


ACROSS 
1 Fla. rvtort dty 
8 Maka through 
woifc 

10 HUHiiy boa>« 
call 

14 Actress Sumo 

15 Loifar 
IS Sloth 
17 Mugir 
IS Buddhist 

■mama* 

i9 JEST* 

2B “Messiah" 
composer 
22 Smuu* with 
-dirt 

24 Forey 
29 Svelte 
27 Ex-worfcen 
31 Twice In 
music 

-32 Assumed 


33 Brtotdeyer 
35 Chop 
38 Lake 
38 Mora 
attracttva 

40 Sample of a 
Mud 

41 Comp, pi 

42 Jewish festival 

43 Lofty neat 

44 Capek play 

45 flOco maybe 
47 CfeesMea ■ 

SI Parched 

82 Capo 

54 Musical . 

direction 
58 Hlbemia- 
9 Debts 
•1 



OHM Trtbar» Madia Oenrtoas, (ne. 


62 Islamic pr ay er 
eaB 

S3 Entice. . 

84 Metric unit 
65 Headway 
88 Pack away 
67 Seed coat 

DOWN 

4 I luutMlb ffljwl 
A UlNTOCX rood 

2 Penntan • 

3 — *nd ftwoi} 


4 Dutch pai n t er 

5 Crying 

6 Psychic 

Initials 

7 BIMtoal kfng 

8 Part* 

9 Man next door 

10 Dutch flowen 

11 ‘Whafa 
In -r 

12 Jury 

13 Lflcs beer 
21 Rofyonph 

target 

23 Forecast want 
25 Hesitate 

27 Cost 

28 Spirit 
a Jade 

SO Fine fabric 
34 Certain 
vehicles 
K Hither 
38 Middle East 


Sfntiy'i Pnada Sehretfe 


nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nnnn nnnnn nnnn 
nonnnnnarin nnnn 

nnnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nnnnn 
nrinunn nnnnnnnn 
nnra nnnnn nnnnn 
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Rugby stars 


S. African 
invitations 

LONDON (AP) — British rugby 
players have received invitations 
to tour South Africa this month, 
it was announced Thursday. 

Dudley Wood, Secretary of the 
Rugby union, confirming tbe 
offers had been passed on to the 
players, refused to divulge 
names, 

Tbe RU's decision to hand on 
the offers from South Africa for 
matches in the republic has in- 
creased the likelihood of disrup- 
tion to the Commonwealth 
Games in Auckland, New Zea- 
land, according to one games 
official. 

David Dixon, Commonwealth 
Games Federation Secretary, 
said the rugby tour was a bigger 
threat to the games than was tbe 
decision of 16 England cricketers 
this week to go to the republic on 
a rebel tour in January. 

At least cricket autorities have 
condemned their rebels, Dixon 
said. Rugby chiefs had given 
“tacit approval” to the matches 
tins month and September. 

Dixon still, hopes to dissuade 
the cricketers from going in an 
effort to save the games. Black 
African countries who oppose 
sports contact with South Africa 
are considering a boycott of the 
games or lobbying to ban British 
teams. 

Meanwhile, the battle for the 
hearts and minds of the rebel 
cricketers continued. 

John Carlisle, a conservative 
member of parliament, conde- 
mned British Sports Minister Col- 
in Moynihan for urging the 
cricketers to reconsider. 

Speaking on behalf of a right- 
wing lobby group called Freedom 
in Sport International, Carlisle 
said Moynihan “has no authority 
or parliamentary responsibility to 
prevent players from touring.” 

Moynihan reiterated the gov- 
ernment’s opposition to tbe tour 
Thursday, pointing out that the 
Gleneagles agreement, to which 
Britain is a singatory, forbids 
national pla ying in South 
Africa 

The International Campaign 
against Apartheid Sport, a Lon- 
don-based lobby group, said this 
response was not enough. 

The British government should 
withdraw from the rebels the tax 
benefits that apply to county 
players’ benefit year incomes, it 
said. 

It should inquire; too, said the 
group, into the role of those BBC 
sports commentators who also 
work for the South African 
Broadcasting Corp. 

Jack Bannister, Tony Lewis 
and Christopher Martm-Jenkins 
were named in the Tunes Thurs- 
day as belonging to that category. 

Bannister, writing in his peti- 
tion as cricket correspondent of 
the Birmingham Post and Mail, 
denied he had recruited players. 

*T first knew about the first 10 
names of the 16 players con- 
cerned in early June and, far from 
recruiting being done by myself 
or anyone else, my information is 
that at least 11 of the 16 volun- 
teered once it became known on 
the county circuit that tour was 
likely,” he wrote. 


Top Soviet gymnasts 
fired for drunkenness 


MOSCOW (AP) — Oiympk triple grid medallist Dimitry 
BSozercbev ami a coQeagoe war kicked off the Soviet team for 
the world gymnastics championships because of a two-day 
drinking binge, a newspaper reported Wednesday. 


Bilozercbev, 22, and teammate 
Vla dimir Gogoladze “had a cor- 
rupting influence on other mem- 
bers of the team,” top Soviet 
gymnastics official Leonid 
Arkayev told Sovietskv Sport. 
They were removed from the 
squad, he said. 

The newspaper said tbe pair’s 
fete was not unique in Soviet 
sports. 

“The situation is so typical for 
our sports, that this almost 
doesn't require any elaboration, 
commentaries or conclusions,” it 
said. 

BDozerchev was known pre- 
viously to have an alcohol prob- 
lem. He was in a car accident in 
1985 while driving drunk and 
broke his leg in 38 places. He 
recovered after difficult therapy. 

Last year, he made a spectacu- 
lar comeback, getting six perfect 


marks and winning gold medals in 
the pommel horse and rings and 
as part of tbe Soviet men’s team 
at the Seoul Olympics. He also 
won a bronze medal in the men’s 
all-around. 

Tbe world gymnastics cham- 
pionships are scheduled for Stutt- 
gart, West Germany. Oct. 15-22. 

Sovictsky Sport said 
Bilozerchev’s neighbour had 
warned the newspaper before the 
1985 accident that the gymnast 
was drinking too much vodka, 
but, reporter V. Golubev said, “I 
answered the reader that he was 
probably mistaken.” 

Bilozerchev was almost expel- 
led from die Soviet team just 
before the Seoul Olympics for his 
drinking in Minsk, Byelorussia,, 
the newspaper said. But Soviet 
sports officials decided to keep 
him on the team “with the goal of 


general victory of the Soviet 
team,” Sovietsky Sport said. 

In a biting comment cm the 
dominant rote of national pre- 
stige in Soviet Sports, the news- 
paper said: “The brilliance of 
medals is more important for ns 
than a person's fate." 

Sovietsky Sport said his Latest 
problems started when 
Bilozerchev and his friend failed 
to show up at a sports training 
centre. 

Bilozerchev, the youngest gym- 
nastics champion of Europe and 
the world, announced at the be- 
ginning of the year that he would 
give up gymnastics. The news- 
paper gave a sympathetic por- 
trayal of what it described as his 
troubled Life, with a sick wife and 
newborn child. 

Tbe Soviet Union stepped up 
its drive against alcoholism when 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev came to 
power in March 19S5, but has 
since slackened restrictions in 
part because tbe lost income from 
lower alcohol sales was hurting 
the government budget. 


league record 
with 18-2 win over Astros 


NEW YORK (AP) — The Cin- 
cinnati Reds set a major league 
record with 16 hits during a 14- 
nmd first inning as they de- 
molished the Houston Astros 18- 
2 Thursday. 

Seven Reds had two hits off 
Houston starter Jim Clancy and 
reliever Bob Foisch in the first at 
Riverfront Stadium, breaking a 
century-old record. The previous 
record for most batters with two 
hits in an inning was set by 
Chicago against Detroit in 1883. 

The Reds feD one run short of 
the National League record fin- 
most runs in one inning, set by 
Brooklyn in the first inning 
against Cincinnati in 1952. 

Tbe previous one-inning hit re- 
cord was set by the Boston Red 
Sox, who had 14 against Detroit 
in 1953. The National League 
record of 12 hits in one inning was 
held by the St Louis Cardinals, 
who did it against Cincinnati in 
1925. Tbe Red’s singles in 
the first inning were another re- 
cord. 

Tom Browning, pitched an 
eight-hitter for the Reds. 

Cardinals 6, Mels 5 

Tom Pagnozzi's run-scoring 
single broke a sixth-inning tie and 
Milt Thompson matched his 
career high with four RBIs as St. 
Louis edged the Mets. Dan 
Qmsenbeiry got tbe win. 

Cubs 2 , Phillies 0 

Greg Maddux, Mitch Williams 
and Les Lancaster combined on 
six-hitter for Chicago’s eighth 
shutout, leading the Cubs past 
Philadelphia. Damon Berry hill 
hit his fifth homer leading off the 
fourth inning to give the Cubs a 
2-0 lead. 

Padres 6, Braves 5 

Tony Gwynn helped San Diego 


complete a three-game sweep 
with two-run scoring singles as 
the Padres beat slumping all-star 
John Smoltz and Atlanta. 

Pirates 1, Expos 0 

Pinch-hitter Benny Distefano's 
run-scoring single with two outs 
in the 12th inning broke a score- 
less tie and lifted Pittsburgh past 
Montreal, cutting the Expos' lead 
over Chicago in the NL East to 
two games. Doug Bair got the 
win. 

Dodgers 6, Giants 3 

Orel Hershiser beat San Fran- 
cisco for the 15th time in 19 
career decisions, leading Los 
Angeles past the injury-plagued 
Giants 6-3. 

American League 

NEW YORK (AP) — Tom Gor- 
don three-hitter Thursday, put- 
ting the Kansas City Royals over 
the Toronto Blue Jays 5-0. 

“I set up the batters with my 
fastball and used the curve to get 
the strikeout or the ground ball,” 
Gordon said. “But ifs not likeT 
throw the samp, pitches aQ game. 
Pve got three different speeds on 
my curve ball and the curve was 
probably the best I’ve had all 
season.” 

Danny Tartabull went 3-for-4 
with an RBI tingle for the 
Royals. 

Fred McGriff singled in the 
second and doubled in the eighth 
and Kelly Gruber singled in the 
seventh to account for the only 
hits off Gordon. 

Jimmy Key, lost his seventh 
straight decision, giving up three 


runs, three hits and four walks in 
4 QAE innings. 

George Bren's RBI grounder 
and Tana bull’s RBI single off 
reliever Frank wills put the 
Royals ahead 3-0 in the fifth. 

Indians 4, Red Sox 2 
Rod Nichols beat Boston for 
the second time in a week and 
Cory Snyder drove in two runs 
with a bases- loaded single, lead- 
ing the Cleveland Indians over 
the Red Sox. 

Yankees 8, Twins 1 
Chuck Cary pitched a five- 
hitter for his second straight com- 
plete game and tbe New York 
Yankees hammered Rick 
Aguilera in his debut with tbe 
Minnesota Twins. 

White Sox 6, Athletics 4 
Ron Karko vice's first career 
triple broke a sixth-inning tie and 
the Chicago White Sox ended 
Oakland’s four-game winning 
streak. Donn Pall pitched 3 WAE 
scoreless inning* for the victory. 

Tigers 9, Rangers 6 
Alan Trammell’s second RBI 
single broke a tie in the eighth 
inning and the Detroit Tigers 
went on to beat Texas in a game 
that saw each team issue eight 
walks. Mike Henneman worked 
the last 2, 2-3 innings for the win. 

Angek 6, Mariners 0 
Kirk McCasJriil pitched bis 
third shutout and California's 
15th of tbe season while Jonny 
Ray and Devon White hit two- 
run homers, boosting the Angels 
into first place. 


Peanuts 


IF I REAP FIFTY PA6ES EACH 
NIGHT BEFORE I GOTO SLEEP, 
I'LL HAVE ALL FOUR BOOKS REAP 
BY THE TIME SCHOOL STARTS.. 
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Sinhalese extremists kill Buddhist priest, enforce 
daylong strike to protest at government action 

India, Sri Lanka fail to 
reach pullout agreement 


NEW DELHI (Agencies) — New Delhi and Colombo 
failed to agree Friday on ways to resolve a Tamil 
rebellion in Sri Lanka or a timetable for withdraw- 
ing Indian troops from the strife-torn island, di- 
plomatic sources said. 


They said seven days of talks 
between the foreign ministers of 
the two countries went on until 
just before the Sri Lankan party 
was due to leave for home. The 
issues, however, “could not be 
concluded in the way it was anti- 
cipated." one soiuce quoted by 
Reuters said. 

In Sri Lanka, Sinhalese radicals 
shot and killed a leading Buddhist 
priest in his temple, and appeared 
to have succeeded in enforcing 
their call for a daylong anti- 
government strike Friday, police 
said. 

The priest, Kotikawatte Sad- 


dbatissa, was killed Thursday 
night by six gunmen in a Col- 
ombo temple, police said. The 
gunmen were suspected members 
of the anti -government People's 
Liberation Front (JVP), a group 
of Sinhalese extremists, said 
police officials who asked not to 
be identified. 

Saddhatissa, a supporter of 
President Ranasinghe Premada- 
sa, was the second religious lead- 
er killed by the radicals. In 
February, the front's gunmen kil- 
led Bodaramulle Subitha, the 
head priest of the Kalutara Tem- 
ple, 40 kilometres south of Col- 


ombo. 

Sinhalese -language posters 
signed by the front warned 
businessmen to dose shops and 
workers to stay at home Friday to 
protest the killing of 150 people 
by government security forces a 
week ago. 

Police and witnesses said the 
daylong strike appeared to be 
successful as the usually-bustling 
capital of 600,000 people was 
deserted. Stops and offices were 
dosed and vehicles stayed off dty 
streets. 

In the Sinhalese-dominated 
south, few people stepped out of 
their homes, said residents con- 
tacted by telephone. 

At least 150 people were killed 
July 28 when supporters of the 
radicals defied a nationwide cur- 
few and demonstrated against the 
continued presence of Indian 


troops on the island. 

The government had earlier 
warned that curfew violators 
would be shot on sight to prevent 
what it calls a campaign of tenor 
by the Sinhalese militants. The 
curfew remains in effect from 
dusk to dawn. 

Authorities blame the radicals 
for at least .4,000 killings and a 
series of crippling strikes since 
the start of an anti-government 
uprising two years ago. 

In New Delhi, an official at the 
Sri Lankan high commission, or 
embassy, who spoke on condition 
of anonymity, said the talks on 
I nd ian withdrawal were over. 


Colombo wants India to with- 
draw its 45,000 troops fighting 
Tamj Tiger guerrillas in the 
northern and eastern part of the 
island. 


of a eyefist in Colombo 


Japan’s royal couple wants modern monarchy 


TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s new 
emperor, in his first news confer- 
ence since the death of Emperor 
Hirohito, said Friday be will ful- 
fill his constitutional duty by 
promoting world peace and the 
happiness of his country's people. 

Emperor Akihito, 55 and 
Empress Michiko, 54 appeared at 
the carefully orchestrated 77-mi- 
nute meeting with Japanese and 
foreign reporters Friday at the 
Imperial palace, fielding ques- 
tions that had been prepared long 
in advance. 

Seated side by side at a table 
draped with gold brocade cloth, 
the royal couple spoke slowly and 
distinctly. The empress talked so 
softly her voice was like a 
whisper. 

“I want to fulfill my duties as 
emperor that are laid oat in the 
constitution to work for the 
happiness of the people and to 
have a monarchy that is fitting for 
the present age,” Akihito said. 

He ascended the Chrysanthe- 
mum throne Jan. 7 upon the 


death of his enigmatic father, 
whose 62-year reign — the 
longest in Japanese history — 
covered the country’s disastrous 
war in Aria and its subsequent 
recovery to become an economic 
superpower. 

Akihito, a graying, quiet man, 
has long lived in the shadow of his 
father. Four of the 12 prepared 
questions asked Friday were ab- 
out Hirohito, who is now known 
to the Japanese by his post- 
humous name. Emperor Showa. 

“The Showa emperor was a 
person who thought peace was 
very important ... and I believe 
be must have had many 
hardships,” Akihito said, re- 
sponding to a question about 
imperial responsibility for the 


war. 


Akihito said he wanted to learn 
from the past and from his 
father’s experience. 

He said he would be willing to 
visit Oiina and Korea — two 
victims of Japan's war actions — 
when the government decides it is 


iriate. He also said * he 
would 'be wining to visit Okinawa, 
the southernmost Japanese is- 
land, where people remain bitter 
about the casualties and destruc- 
tion they bore in the U.S. military 
assault during World War EL 
Hirohito never visited Okinawa . 
after the war. 

“In today's work! all nations 
must be part of the international 
community,” Akihito said. “The 
most important thing is to try to 
understand the feelings of others, 
and I hope to try hard to do so.” 

As in Hirohito’s rare news con- 
ferences, some of the questions 
dealt with the imperial role in 
Japan’s postwar constitution, 
which limits the emperor to per-' 
forming ceremonial tasks and for- 
bids Him from exercising any poli- 
tical power. The previous con- 
stitution gave Hirohito nominal 
powers, and the wartime govern- 
ment asserted it was acting in his 
name. * 

“The constitution is the highest 
law, and I hope to strive to 


protect that law together with the 
Japanese people,” Altihho said. 

The postwar constitution omit- 
ted all references to the emper- 
or’s special relationship with the 
gods of Shinto, Japan’s indige- 
nous religion, which rankles some 
traditionalists. 

Akihi to stressed the import- 
ance of freedom of speech. A 
Japanese reporter, in one of 
several follow-up questions that 
were permitted, asked if that 
freedom extended to those who 
oppose the monarchy. 

“Yes, they are included." Aki- 
hito replied. 

To a question about opening 
the Imperial palace, a huge, mo- 
ated area in the centre of Tokyo, 
Akihito said he would welcome 
making the palace grounds more 
accessible to the public, which 
now is excluded from most areas. 

Akihito has delivered several 
speeches since ascending the 
throne, but Friday was the first 
time he engaged in a question- 
and-answer session with repor- 



Emperor Akihito 


ters. 

Journalists representing 43 
Japanese and 12 foreign news 
organisations attended Friday’s 
news conference, the first since 
1975 to be open to foreign corres- 
pondents. 


Zaire to 
lift all 






Belgium 


sanctions 


BRUSSELS (R) — President 
Mobutu Sese Seko said all Zaire's 
sanctions against Belgium would 
be lifted as a result of an accord 
last month settling the nine- 
month row between the two 


countries. 

“All the measures taken during 
(he crisis are cancelled. The situa- 
tion is what it was before the 
crisis, as if the crisis had never 
happened," Mobutu said in an 
interview with the daily La Libre 



Mobutu Sew Seko 


Belgique published Friday. 


row erupted after Belgian 
media accused Mobutu of ex- 
travagance and criticised bis hu- 
man rights record. 

The interview was his first pub- 
lic comment on last month's 
agreement brokered by King 
Hassan of Morocco, under which 
Belgium will write off almost 
one-quarter of its former colony's 
$1. 2-billion debt to official and 
commercial lenders. 

He confirmed that the Belgian 
national airline Sabena would be 
allowed to resume four flights a 
week to Kinshasa 
Zairean students and 
businesses ordered to leave Bel- 
gium were free to return and new 
agreements for development 
workers would be signed, be said. 


Zaire also looked forward to 
new investments from Belgium in 
agriculture, industry, transport 
and communications. 

“The new spirit generated by 
the Rabat accords should encour- 
age Belgian private investors to 
take their place in Zaire and 
should make them feel secure,” 
Mobutu said. 

Asked about criticism of his 
human rights record during his 24 
years in power, be confirmed that 
Amnesty International would be 
allowed to open an office in 
Zaire. 

“Such accusations have never 
hurt me personally ... since my 
people love me and support me 
and I have no reason to organise 
a policy of violence against 
them.” he added. 


Judge orders dealer 


to return mosaics 


TOZANAPOLIS. Indiana (AP) 
- A U.S. judge ordered a U.S. 
t dealer to return to the Greek 
rthodox Church of Cyprus four 
h century mosaics purchased 
ir $1.1 milli on last summer in 
mtzerland. 

U-S. District Judge James E. 
jland said Thursday iu his ruling 
at Peg Goldberg of suburban 
idianapolis never obtained 
oper title to the artworks and 
is no right to possess them. 
“The court finds that the evi- 
:nce and testimony of the plain- 
Js is more credible and persua- 
de.” Noland said. “The plain- 
fe have made a proper showing 
all respects for the return of the 
osaics." 

“It’s a wonderful news,” said 
me Walton, a Washington 
tomey for the Cypriots. 

“It will have a great impact on 
e flow of stolen art around the 
yrld,” she added. “Certainly, it 
II make purchasers think twice 
fore they buy stolen art." 
Goldberg said she bad no im- 


mediate comment on the r ulin g 
Her attorney, Joe C. Emerson, 
said he also bad no immediate 
comment, except to say, “Of 
course, she's disappointed.” 
Goldberg, who is co-owner of 
Goldberg and Feldman Fine Arts 
Inc. in Carmel, Indiana, purch- 
ased the four mosaics in July 1988 


from Aydin Dikman, a link liv- 
ing in Germany who claimed he 


was a former archaeologist for 
the Turkish Republic of Northern 
Cyprus. 

The mosaic fragments, each 
roughly .2 metres square, were 
taken from a larger work on the 
ceiling of the Panagia Kanakari 
Church in northern Cyprus in 
1979. 


Dating back to the year A.D. 
525 the mosaics depict Christ as a 
boy, the Apostles James and 
Matthew and an archangel. 


Goldberg offered the mosaics 
last January to the J. Paul Getty 
museum in Malibu, California, 
for $20 milli on. 


Superpowers agree on 


chemical weapons checks 


GENEVA (AP) — The Soviet 
Union has agreed to U.S. de- 
mands aime d at starting inspec- 
tions of chemical arms rites as 
early as possible before a global 
ban on the weapons is settled, 
officials of both sides said 
Thursday. 

Moscow’s shift was conveyed in 
a memorandum from Soviet 
Foreign Minister Eduard She- 
vardnadze to U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker when they met 
in Paris last week, Soviet dis- 
armament official Nikita Smido- 
vich told reporters in Moscow. 

The Soviets have now accepted 
the U.S. position that joint in- 
spection of each other’s chemical * 
weapons stockpiles should begin 
even before a global ban is ready 
for initialing, a Soviet delegate to 
the Geneva conference on dis- 
armament said. 

Moscow previously wanted to 
allow checks only after the .treaty 
was completed and signed by 
governments. And the shift was 
aimed at clearing the way for 
earliest possible inspections, the 
Soviet official said. 

“It is just a matter of time. 


Initia ting comes before signing,” 
said the official, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

The 40-natioo disarma me nt 
conference has been debating a 
comprehensive convention to ban 
chemical weapons for more than 
two decades,' but delegates have 
little hope of getting the draft 
accrod ready in the immediate 
future. 

The Soviet shift in Paris was 
part of separate superpower talks 
on chemical weapons. 

The United States and Soviet 
Union, who have the world's 
biggest poison gas arsenals, say 
these talks can help the 40-nation 
negotiations but not substitute for 
progress there. 

Disputes at the conference in- 
dude how to monitor compliance 
with a future ban. 

When the latest- round of bi- 
lateral talks ended in June, both 
superpowers reported agreement 
on technical procedures for on- 
the-spot inspection, though the 
United States, which has always 
sought strict rules for industrial 
confidentiality, played down the 
accord. 


In any case, officials said furth- 
er negotiations were needed on 
exchanging chemical weapons 
data, a step that would precede 
the inspections. The talks are due 
to continue in the fall. 

The Soviet official in Geneva 
said he could not give firm predic- 
tions about when data exchanges 
or inspections may begin. 

A U.S. arms control official, 
while also confirming the Soviet 
shift, said, ‘There's a lot that 
remains to be resolved on the 
details” of any inspection. 


START 


Also Thursday, both super- 
powers indicated that die latest 
round in separate U.S.-Soviet 
talks on reducing long-range nuc- 
lear forces bas made some prog- 
ress, but that disagreements on 
major issues remain. 

lief U.S. envoy Richard Burt 
r hope that the latest 
have paved the way for a 
“productive discussion” on the 
draft strategic arms reduction 
treaty (START) at next month's 
meeting between Baker and She- 
vardnadze in the United States. 


Drug delays Parkinson’s 

symptoms — study 


WASHINGTON (AP) — A new 
study indicates a drag called de- 
prenyl delays serious symptoms 
of Parkinson’s disease and allows 
patients to work and function 
twice as long as people not taking 
it. 

In a^ study to be published 
Friday in the journal Science, Dr. 
J. W illiam Langston of the Cali- 
fornia Parkinson's Foundation re- 
ported that patients with early 
symptoms of Paltinson's who 
were treated with deprenyl post- 
poned progression of the neuro- 
logical disease for an average of 
almost eight months. 

“It seemed to slow the rate (of 
symptom progression) by about 
half and doubled the time before 
they needed treatment”, Lang- 
ston said hi a telephone inter- 
view. “If the findings are verified 
by later studies, he said, “it sug- 
gests that wd are tapping into the 
baric mechanism” that emses 
Parkinson's. 

Parkinson's is a brain disease 
marked by a progressive loss of 
brain cells. The symptoms in- 
dude palsy, a shuffling gait, a 
fixed expression with imhBnlring 
eyes and, sometimes, emotional 
instability. It affects about one 


person in 50, and strikes patients 
most frequently in their 50s and 
60s. 

The cause of the disease, which 
affects about 500,000 Americans, 
is unknown and it is not curable. 

Progression of Parkinson’s can 
be slowed with a drag called 
levodopa, or L-Dopa, but this 
drug can have serious side effects 
and it loses its effectiveness over 
time. 

Langston said his study was 
conducted to determine if depre- 


and thus give patients 
more time before they were 
forced to start taking L-Dopa. 

The study involved 54 patients, 
all of whom were evaluated by 
tests to be at approximately the 
same eariy stage of Parkinson’s. 
Half of the patients were treated 
with deprenyl and half with a 
placebo, or sugar pOI. 

Chi average, those patients re- 
ceiving the placebo required L- 
dopa therapy within 312 days. 
But those taking deprenyl (fid not 
require L-dopa for ah average of 
54e days. 

This means, said Langston, 
that serious symptoms of the dis- 
ease — as evaluated by five diffe- 


rent assessment methods — were 
delayed for more than 33 weeks 
on average. 

“Overall, there was about a 50 
per cent decline in the rate of 
progression,” said die researcher. 

Dr. Erwin Montgomery, a pro- 
fessor of neurology at Washing- 
ton University in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, who treats Parkinson's pa- 
tients, said the study is “of very 
major significance.” 

“Reducing the onset of symp- 
toms has a tremendous effect,” 
he said. “This translates into peo- 
ple being employed longer. This 
can have a great importance in 
their lives.” 

The precise effect of deprenyl 
on bram tissue cannot be deter- 
mined without an autopsy, Lang- 
ston said, but if later studies show 
that the drug can actually protect 
brain cells that usually die in 
Parkinson’s then the findings may 
be a step toward folding a cure. 

“If we have altered the course 
of cell death in Parkinson’s and 
slowed it down, it suggests that 
we are tapping into the basic 
mechanism that is causing those, 
cells to die," said. Langston. 
“That’s a very exciting due of the 
possible cause.” 


More candidates enter 


Japan’s premier race 


TOKYO (AP) — Two new candi- 
date indicated Friday plan to jon 


the race for prime minister as the 
governing party freed demands it 
refrain from back-room deals in 
choosing Japan's leader. 

Prime Minister Sousuke Uno, 
who announced July 24 he would-' 
resign after only two months in 
office, called on his party to 
refrain from factionalism in the 
party's presidential race. 

The winner of the party pres- 
idency, to be decided next week, 
is assured of being selectedprime 
minister because of the Liberal 
Democrats' large majority in the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

The hatf-dozen major factions 
within the Conservative Party, 
which has governed Japan for 34 
years, differ more in their person- 
al and financial allegiances than 
in political leanings. 

An election for party president 
is scheduled for Tuesday, and a 
vote in parliament to select a new 
prime minister is expected Thuis- 
daay. 

The winner of the election will 
be the country’s third prime 
minister this year. The party has 
been crippled by an unpopular 
new sales tax and money and sex 
scandals that forced the resigna- 
tion of Nobora Takeshi ta in June 
and Uno’s announcement in July. 

A Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said for- 
mer defence agency head Gann 
Yamashita, 68, and Yoshiro 
Hayashi, 62, a former welfare 
minister, have indicated they 
would like to ran against the 
apparent front-runner. Toshiki 


Kaiftz. 

Both potential candidates were 
attempting to collect the 20 signa- 
tures of party lawmakers neces- 
sary to declare their candidacies, 
the official said. Major newspap- 
ers also reported the two planned 
to pursue their candidacies. 

However, rince Yamashita and 
Hayashi are members of tbs same 
party faction, it would be highly 
unusual for both to actually run. 

Other possible candidates were 
former Transportation Minister 
Shin taro Ishihara and Ryutaro 
Hashimoto, the number two man 
in die party leadership. 

Until Friday it appeared that 
Kaifa, a 10-term member of par- 
fiaments’s powerful Lower House 
and a former education minister, 
might be the only candidate for 
die nation’s top . post. 

Bat a group of governing party 


lawmakers Thursday criticised 
the party's process lor selecting 


die new prime minister, charging 
that Kaifa, 58 had been chosen in 
back-room deals. 

Factions in the LDP .had been 
expected to declare their official 
support Thursday for Kaifu, and 
the party's largest group, the 
Takeshita faction, Indicated it 
would support him. 

But members of another fac- 
tion led by fonner Finance Minis- 
ter Knchi Miyazawa said the 
dosed-door meetings from which 
Kaifa’S candidacy emerged “will 
disappoint the public,” a faction 
spokesman said. 

The Miyazawa group favours 
either Hayashi or Hashimoto for 
the post, major newspapers re- 
ported Friday. 


U.N. chief: Namibia 


police unfit for duty 


UNITED NATIONS (AP) — 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar has said that 
South African-trained police in 
Namibia are in timidating the civi- 
lian population and should be 
dismissed from duty. 

The U.N. chief said Namibia’s 
independence plan was on trade, 
but the biggest problem was the 
presence of members of the coun- 
ter-insurgency force called 
Koevoet in the Namibian police 
force. 

Koevoet, which means “Crow- 
bar” in Afrikaans, was an aggres- 
sive forte organised ■ by South 
Africa to eradicate guerrillas of 
the South-West Africa People’s 
Organisation (SWAPO), the. 
main group that fought for the- 
coim try’s independence. 

Koevoet was disbanded last 
year under the U.N. plan for 
Namibia's transition to independ- 
ence from nearly 75 years of 
South African rale, but most of 
its members joined the South- 
West Africa police. 

“In the years preceding imple- 
mentation of the United Nations 
plan, Koevoet had earned an evil - 
reputation in northern Namibia,” .. 
Perez de Cuellar told the Seqnity 
Council in a private briefing . 
Thursday. 

U.N. officials in Namibia have 
“clearly established that ex- 
Koevoet dements in the South- 
West Africa police have not ad- 
justed to the new political sttuar . 
non in Namibia and have con- 
tinued to harass and intimidate, 
the civilian population," he said.. 

“They are not suitable for con- 
tinued employment m tie police 
force under the terms of tire 
United Nations plan,” said Perez 
de Cuellar. 

Under the U.N. plan, howev- 
er, South Africa’s administrator- 
general, Louis Pienaar, fa re- 
sponsible for civil administration 
in Namibia. Pienaar has said he 
will wrtflreex-Ko<?roetmfiinb«s 
wholesale, but wflf investigate 


specific charges of mistreatment. 

The United Nations has more 
than 5,000 soldiers and policemen 
in the territory, but their role is 
largely supervisory. 

The chief U:N. administrator 
Namibia, Martti Ahtisaari, 


m 


said that officials who are trying 
to retrain the 2,000 former 
Koevoet members say 85 per cent 
of them are illiterate and “unable 
to take down a citizen's complaint 
or a crime report.” 

Perez de Cuellar said the 
second major problem relates to 
South Africa’s fear that SWAPO 
guerrillas will invade northern 
Namibia from their bases in 
Angola. 

More than 1,600 SWAPO 
armed fighters did enter the north 
■in early April, apparently in an 
attempt to surrender themselves 
to U.N. peacekeepers. Hundreds 
of guerrillas and dozens of Nami- 
bian security forces died in patch- 
ed battles before-calm was res- 
tored. • 

The. U.N. thief said he had 
instructed his officials in Angola 
to make fore that afl. SWAPO. 
gueAflfrs stay in their bases about 
150 kilometres north of Angola’s 
border with Namibia. 

“TO sum up,” arid Pte rez de 
CaeQar, “I believe that, after a 
most difficult start, the independ- 
ence process is now well on track 
for a free and fair election to be 
held under the supervision and 
control of .the United .Nations in 
eariy November.* 1 _ 

■ Perez de Coellai was. briefing 
the Security Council in closed 
session on ffis nirid-July tour of 
NamilMandineefin^^^Souffi 
-African officials in Pretoria^ .'. 

SWAPO has suspended its 23-! 
year- guerrilla war arid' is now a 
legal political partyjn Namibia. 

' South Africa, which has ruled 
Naxnibfa ance Worid War l, 
agreed to implement the UN. 
mdependepcc pfan tfridct the - 
terms of a. regional peace accord 
signed last December. 



NwYortersare 

seeing more stars 


NEW, YORK (AP)— New Yor- 
kers who stayed in the dty this 
EH umner are seeing tut assortment 
of stars day and .night as store 
than a dozen films arc before the 
cameras here this year. Robert 
Deniro and Ray Lkrtta are work- 
ing with director Martin Scoroese 
on “Good Fellas, “ a film bared 
on the best-selling, book 
guy. 1 ’ Serin Penn fa filming “State 
ttf Grace*!! white Bill Murray b 


cently wrapped movies tumedfa 
New 'York include “Cadillac 
with Robin WflBamsi *Th<r 
Freshman.’* starring Marlon 
Brando; and “She Devil featur- 
ing Meryl Streep and Roseau* 
Barr. 


Iron curtain seRfiig 
like hot cakes 


BUDAPEST,- Hungary (AP).r^. 
Hungarian border guards are 
a brisk business in the stem 
curtain, the news agency MTI 
said Thursday. Softie 117 
kilometres of the 260-fc2oHretre- 
long barbed wire fence along the 
H ung arian- Austrian boderhas 
already .been removed, MTLsrnd. 
“The fence, made of good-quafity 
West ’German steel that has not 
rusted for ten years in asrvice, 
proves to be a good source, of 
income for the border guards,” 
the agency reported. It said they 
expect to make as much, as 
150,000 forints ($2,500) pet 
{dtometre through sates to tadi- 
viduals, With total receipts 
amounting to 39 million forints 
($650,000). The border guard 


o expected to save 25 million 
forintsf$417,OQO) a year on face 


maintenance. MTI said the bonier 
go&rds sefl the pieces without a 
certificate of origin, in hopes that 
they will not become politically 
charged souvenirs. “Their 
efforts, however, seem to be in 
vain as it fa rumoured that some 
gift s&iops. in Austria. West Ger- 
many* and the United States 
actually offer inches of the 
Hungarian 'iron curtain’ of ques- 
tionable origin at prices varying 
between 20 and 40 dollars.” 
There have been reports that a 
Hungarian trade office in New 
York; has received thousands of 
orders for “iron curtain soove- 
nirs/’ and & Hungarian company 
is apparently producing such 
souvenirs far export, mostly to 
the United States and Britain. 


‘Cocaine tax’ 
defaulter charged 


LEWISTON, Idaho (AP) — A 
man- arrested, in a cocaine bust 
has become the first persop 
charged under an Idaho law_xe- 
qmifog dealers to buy a tax stamp 
for their illegal drugs. Victor H. 
Smith, 23, is charged with cocaine 
possession and failure to pay the 
special state tax on the drugs, 
which were found July 3. He was 
freed . on $500 baiL The Jaw, 
which took effect July 1, redtares 
purchase of tax. stamps on deafer 
quantities of cocaine, m arijuana 
and other drugs. Violations carry 
up to five years iq prison and a 
$I0,0Q0 -fine. Steve Tobias, Nez 
Perce county prosecutor,- said the 
arrest is the first under the law, 
although the tax-commission has 
initiated civil penalties 
one person. The stamps are about 
13 centimetres square and are 
green for marijuana, blue for 
controlled substances sold by 


r and red for those sold fajjj. 


_ The stamps cost $3!_ 
per gram for marijuana and. $200 
per gram for cocaine. The Tax 
C ommi ssion, which- issues the 
stamps, is prohibited from trying 
to establish the identity of the 
buyer. '"We will mail them to. 
whatever address or post Office 
ben,” said Steven Miller, com- 
mission chief of . operations fa. 
Boise, Idaho. 
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